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CHRISTMAS IS JUST AROUND THE 
corner. Thoughts are forward to 
it. Preparations are under way for 
it. 

Mother Church herself will pre- 
sently begin her preparations for it. 
Three or four weeks before it. The 
four Sundays of Advent are just 
ahead. It is not as if one could do 
too much in anticipation of the an- 
-niversary which is the very hinge of 
time. 

But, as with so many other 
things, much depends on what is 
done in preparation. The right and 
fitting things can be done. Misdi- 
rected things are sometimes there, 
to do harm rather than good. 


Mother Church uses the prepara- 
tion season as a time of penitential 
desire for our Savior and his graces. 
The spirit is stressed by having the 
winter Ember days of fasting and 
abstinence occur after the third 
Sunday of Advent. The very day 
before Christmas is a day of fasting 
and abstinence, one of the days of 
the kind which Mother Church is 
least willing to dispense with. The 
whole season is closed to marriage 
solemnity. The seasonal color is 
the penitential violet. 


a certain wistfulness 
the whole season by 


There is 
east over 
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CHRISTMAS FOR CHRISTMAS! 


Mother Church that aptly harks 
back to the days of mankind before 
Christ. Those were days of sad 
yearning amid great moral and in- 
tellectual as well as physical misery. 
People yearned for the Savior who 
was to come with his light and his 
grace, and give people a more God- 
worthy existence. 


The sense of need which the an- 
cients experienced, and which we 
should arouse in our hearts, is dram- 
atized in the Liturgy of Mother 
Church with the great O antiphons, 
which are part of the daily Vesper 
service in the week before Christ- 
mas. Our coming Savior is greeted 
under titles which the faithful be- 
fore his day applied to him in their 
insistent hope and prayer that he 
would come soon and give them and 
the world about them the comfort 
they so badly needed. 


Thus the entire season of Advent, 
all those days and weeks up to the 
very day of Christmas, are meant 
by Mother Church to be days for us 
to enter into ourselves and realize 
our need of God and his grace in our 
daily private and public life. Fol- 
lowing them, from Christmas on 
through New Year’s and Epiphany 
(once called also Little Christmas 
or Twelfth Night)—these are the 
days for rejoicing and for exchang- 
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ing and enjoying gifts, in grateful 
memory of God’s great gift to man- 
kind on Christmas day, the Christ- 
child and his graces. 


There was a time when public 
sentiment went along with the sent- 
iment of Mother Church so far as a 
proper appreciation of Christmas is 
concerned. People took Mother 
Church’s cue as to what was right, 
proper, and timely, and Mother 
Church’s way was the way of our 
fiesh-and-blood good mothers of a 
generation or two ago, for whom 
Christmas came on Christmas! 
When what went before was wist- 
ful anticipation indeed, but still an- 
ticipation, reserving the Christmas 
surprise and the Christmas cheer 
for Christmas day. You did not 
see your things, you only hoped for 
them, until the day came. And 
what a day it was in those days 
when the day did come! It was 

hristmas as Christ’s great happy 
coming should be expected to make 
it—an answer to a people’s insight 
and longing, with utter satisfaction 
for the longing. 


Public sentiment no longer runs 
along with the sentiment of Mother 
Church in building up the spirit of 
Christmas. Like ill-bred children 
that will not wait for their presents, 
but must break in on their fond par- 
ents’ secret before the time and get 
and use and too often use up what 
has been reserved for the day of 
happiness: so must the public latter- 
ly have Christmas over radio, in 
theater, at party, a week, two 
weeks, even longer, before Christ- 
mas ever arrives. 


At length, after the holy carols 
have been tin-panned and the holy 
festivities have been caricatured 
by means of our “modern conven- 
iences” for that length of time, we 
assemble in church to get what 
elevation and edification we can 
from these carols and festivities of- 
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fered in a religious setting that is 
thoroughy marred by the worldly 
distraction we have come to associ- 
ate with them. 


You sometimes wonder whether, 
not good St. Nicholas, but the Old 
Nick himself has not planned this 
new approach to Christmas, to turn 
its supernatural savor into stale pap 
for our spiritual palate. It is his 
way to put up a chapel wherever 
God builds a church. And it is the 
aim of his existence to spoil the 
plans of God and Divine grace wher- 
ever he can. 


The lesson of this little homily isy 
Not so fast! Keep Christmas for 
Christmas! 


Mother Church would be a poor 
mother to us if she did not reckon 
with the need we humans have of 
getting prepared for real joy by per- 
iods of reflection on the causes of 
our joy and the ways of it. Let us 
not be spoiled children and spoil the 
real joy that could be ours by an- 
ticipating it. 


Let there be as little anticipation 
of Christmas giving, Christmas 
singing and playing, Christmas 
scenes and Christmas fixtures and 
Christmas customs as ever possible. 
Keep them for Christmas and after. 
They were a wise people, those fore- 
bears of ours, wise in a spiritual 
way, who kept Christmas giving 
and calling for New Year’s and 
Twelfth Night. They gave the cen- 
tral thought of Christmas time 
enough to mature in their hearts. 


Use what influence you have to 
keep Christmas as it should be, and 
when and where it should be—at 
Christmas, in church, in the home, 
and in the hearts of the people. 
There the true Christmas spirit has 
a, chance to take root and bear fruit. 


And let there be as little com- 
munizing and commercializing of it 
as possible. ® 
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NOTES ON THE DEVOTION 
O CHRIST AS MAN 


_ MAN’S APPROACH TO GOD IS GUID- 
ED by the conditions and needs of 
place and time. God in his providence 
so disposes. 

The Jews of the Old Testament 
saw in God mostly the master and 
legislator, awe and fear inspiring, 
who never showed himself face to 
face, but veiled, in a cloud, in a 
burning bush, amid thunder and 
lightning on Mt. Sinai, in the voice 
from the dread Holy of Holies of the 
Temple. They regarded themselves 
as God’s bondsmen. 


Father and Brother 


IT WAS FOR THE ERA OF MANKIND’S 
redemption to see God in person and 
to associate with him in human 
form. Our Savior appeared and 
dwelt among us in the form of man, 
as the Son of Man, as he so often 
calls himself in Holy Writ. He 
(taught us too to speak of God as 
iour father as well as his father. 

It was to remind us that in many 
ways Christ is our brother and God 
‘our father. Not only that God is 
our father through creation, supply- 
ing our Savior miraculously as he 
supplies us naturally with a human 
body from our common parent stock 
of Adam and Eve, and making us 
brothers with Christ in human na- 
ture. 

But inasfar as Christ is the Son 
of God and took our nature to him- 
self in the Incarnation, at the same 
time that we through the Redemp- 
tion and sanctification are made 
sharers of the Divine nature in 
sanctifying grace, we are doubly 
brothers of Christ, by soul and by 
body, in the supernatural order. 
And by so much the more are we 
right in calling God our father and 
Christ our brother. 


355 


DWELLING AMONG US 


COMPILED 
FROM APPROVED SOURCES 


Material supplied mainly by Fr. Leo Kalmer O.F.M. (5). 


In what a tender relation to him 
God has thus placed us! 

It was the great aim of St. Fran- 
cis, and the mission of his order 
from the very first, to get mankind 
to appreciate this holy and tender 
relation, so that men on the one 
hand would be the more readily 
drawn to the love of God, and on the 
other hand would learn to respect 
their own person and that of their 
fellow men, honored as we are by 
our relationship to God and his 
Christ. 7) 

New Turn to Devotion 


THAT A NEW APPROACH TO GOD 
would follow from the Incarnation 
and Redemption was inevitable. 
It was a matter of time how soon 
the law of fear could and would give 
way to the law of love and childlike 
familiarity with God. 

The basis for the new approach 
was given by our Lord himself. 
One has only to read the Gospels 
prayerfully to see how our Lord de- 
lighted to dwell among the children 
of men, his brothers under the same 
Heavenly Father, speaking of the 
relationship, feeling and living it, 
and acting the part. 

Yet it is plain from the Gospels 
and certainly from later history 
that the full import of the Incarna- 
tion did not take hold of the Christ- 
ian fancy right away. Indeed it did 
not take hold for centuries. 


It was Providential that a world 
so close to pagan thought and ways 
as the early Christian centuries 
should learn to see the Divine in 
Christ. And that, the Divine in a 
form both far above their gods, 
whom their poetry and mythology 
had turned into human beings with 
all the human weaknesses and vices, 
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and far above their great men, 
‘whom notwithstanding all their hu- 
man vices and weaknesses public 
sentiment and legislative decree had 
made out to be gods. 

For ages God kept before the resi- 
dents of the Roman world and the 
incoming heathen nations the 
thought of Christ as Divine in na- 
ture and in every holy and adorable 
attribute—Christ as God, such that 
they could and should accept him as 
superior to their own loftiest con- 
cepts of godhood; Christ as God, 
who even in the images of his suf- 
fering deserved the halo and glory 
of Divine light as a background and 
the royal insignia of the Kingdom 
to clothe his human frame; Christ, 
as the risen and triumphant Christ 
in the glory of his Father, which 
was his own power and glory. 

The times needed such a cast of 
thought if they were to be im- 
pressed by the faith and mission of 
the Church and to be kept loyal to it. 


Seeing Christ 


VERY NATURALLY IN THE COURSED 
of ages there came more stress on 
the human in Christ. Civilization 
and culture had permitted the finer 
human qualities in man to get a 
hearing or at least to demand a 
hearing. What more natural than 
that people should look for their hu- 
man ideals were they had found all 
their ideals to date! And how bles- 
sed a thing that they could well find 
them in their Redeemer, who was 
man as well as God! 


The Godman Savior and his bles- 
sed Mother Mary begin, especially 
with St. Bernard (died 1153), to be 
& new source of inspiration for both 
life and art. The Crusades gave 
fuller tide to the current, with the 
holy places of Christ’s human life 
and living brought so vividly before 
people’s minds. 

By the time St. Francis appeared 
on the scene (1182-1226), the public 
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mind was ready for an entirely new — 
east for its approach to God and 
things Divine, if only someone were 
there to give definite and popular 
shape to what was more or less” 
vaguely sensed. And a decided in- 
fluence toward the new devotion 
was St. Francis, a product, notably 
on his mother’s side, of the best the 
age had to offer in human retiney 
ment and culture. 

His approach to our Lord and tae 
all religious life was vividly personal 
and familiar in character. He who 
saw God so vividly back of all creat- 
ed things, might indeed be expect 
te see him with special cearneal 
where he was present in the Divin 
mysteries. Just as eager was he 
have others see what he saw, 
notably where our Godman Savior 
was concerned. 


Hence his way of dramatizing 
even the moral truths and facts. 
So he dramatized spoliation for the 
love of God in the Lady Poverty. 
She was as vivid as an actual person 
to his fancy, as the one-time be= 
trothed of our Lord, later despised 
by the world, and now espoused by 
himself as his lady love, the fair ob- 
ject of his chivalrous gests and 
Jousting. 


Hence his dramatizing, nomen 
ing, of what was at the time to most 
people a more or less abstract and 
supernatural concept only—the In- 
carnation, with real human persons 
in the role of Mary and Joseph at 
the Crib, while the doll Babe seemed 
to come to life in his arms. John 
of Vellita and others present on that 
Christmas night at Greccio claimed 
the Babe did come to life in his 
arms, the first of many such visions 
of Babe Jesus vouchsafed to persons 
in the lives of the saints, especially 
Franciscan saints. 


Religion Humanly Alive 


CERTAIN IT IS, WITH THE BABE 
and Mary and Joseph actually be- 


December 1945 


ore him on the very first Christ- 
as night, he could not have taken 
on in a more realistic and sweetly 
human way than he did at Greccio. 
Christ was very real to Francis, and 
that too the Christ become a child 
for our sake. 


In the same way the suffering 
Christ was very real to Francis. 
Not only that he saw Christ suffer- 
ing typified in so many incidents 
and objects, animate and inanimate, 
which one meets in everyday life— 
the worm trodden under foot, the 
dove or the sheep going to market 
for sale and slaughter. But the 
Crucifix was more than an article 
of devotion to him: it could not have 
affected him more realistically had 
he stood with Mary, the sorrowful 
Mother, under the cross. Every 
wound of Christ’s mangled body 
made its wound on his fine senses, 
as the swords of pain pierced the 
Mother’s heart on Calvary, 


Our Savior rewarded this humane 
fellow suffering of Francis by ap- 
pearing to him one day like a seraph 
crucified and marking his body in 
a special manner with his own pain- 
ful wounds—again, the first fully 
‘authenticated case of stigmatiza- 
tion. 

Churches were to Francis so 
many holy homes of Nazareth, and 
so many Calvaries. For they were 
the places where Christ lived or was 
meant to live as really as he lived at 
Nazareth, as human and actual as 
he was present in Bethany at the 
home of Lazarus and Mary and 
Martha. And Calvary itself wit- 
nessed nothing greater than what 
transpires in our churches at holy 
Mass, if only we had the eyes of 
Francis to see it. 


It is notable that it was especially 
in churches that our Savior respon- 
ded to this love of Francis for the 
human Christ by bestowing on him 
so many remarkable graces. In 
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St. Damian’s, our Savior gave Fran- 
cis the special mission of his life: 
from the ancient crucifix there he 
told Francis to go forth and rebuild 
his Church; that was the Providen- 
tial misson of Francis to the world. 
At St. Mary’s of the Little Portion 
Francis received the privilege of 
the Great Pardon, the plenary Porti- 
uncula indulgence, in that unforget- 
tably human family scene between 
Jesus and his blessed Mother on the 
one side and Francis, the suppliant, 
on the other. 

All this was of a piece with our 
Lord appearing to _ glory-bound 
Francis as early as the years 1203 
and 1205, and turning his thoughts 
from chivalrous feats of arms under 
an earthly leader to spiritual con- 
quests on behalf of Christ, the first 
crusader and cross-bearer. 


God in Man 


AS REALISTIC WAS FRANCIS’ AP- 
proach to the doctrine we now so 
commonly sum up in the term of the 
Mystical Body. The term may not 
have been so familiar to Francis, 
but for that his treatment of his 
fellow men was nonetheless rever- 
ential. It took its origin and was 
carried through with the thought 
of Christ identifying himself with 
man in so many ways, taking our 
nature as his own in the Incarna- 
tion, extending to us through the 
Redemption the chance of sharing 
the Divine nature in sanctifying 
grace, and giving each of us a spe- 
cial place and grace as members of 
the Church, that organization of the 
faithful which St. Paul calls the 
Body of Christ (Eph. 4, 12 and 5, 
80; Col 1, 18 and 24). 

The fine, receptive mind of Fran- 
cis had the import of this holy doc- 
trine burst on him with noonday 
splendor that day when, overcoming 
his loathing for that most loathsome 
class of poor mortals, the lepers, he 
pressed an alms into the hand of a 
victim and kissed him, only to 
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realize a few moments later that he 
had done Christ that courtesy. 

From that day forth it was Fran- 
cis’ one aim in life to secure, so far 
as he ever could, for every man, wo- 
man and child a Christworthy ex- 
istence, spiritually to be sure and so 
far as the soul is concerned, but no 
less for body and mind. 

And after him, high and low, 
prince and prelate as well as com- 
moner, vied with his neighbor to 
wait on his fellow men as he would 
wait on Christ. That spirit, so en- 
grossing and enrapturing an influ- 
ence in the life of Francis, carried 
on through such holy people as 
Queen St. Elizabeth of Thuringia 
and King St. Louis of France and 
that blessed couple of commoners 
Luchesio and Buonadonna. Through 
the ages it has given the Church 
saints and saintly people and entire 
congregations of men and women. 
No less than sixty-seven congrega- 
tions of Franciscan sisters alone live 
and thrive before God and the 
Church in that same spirit right 
here in our country, not to speak of 
the rest of the world. 


A Fruitful Ideal 


IN THIS AND SIMILAR WAYS THE 
awakening of devotion to the Di- 
vinely favored humanity of Christ, 
proved the dawn of never-ending, 
never-failing inspiration, both for 
private virtue, leading to closer per- 
sonal union with Christ and ad- 
vancement in holy living, and for 
service to mankind. It changed 
the face of the world—“Thou wilt 
renew the face of the earth’— 
down to our day. The rationalism, 
materalism and secularism of our 
day, so far from extinguishing that 
spirit, is evidently only giving oc- 
casion for a new and more glorious 
exemplification of it. 

The point here is that at the 
promising dawn of this fruitful de- 
votion to the sacred humanity of 
Christ, we find St. Francis of Assisi 
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and the Franciscan movement, our: 

Lord himself encouraging the devo- 
tion with what may well be called 
his human response to mankind’s 

human needs. 

As we have seen, on at least fival 
occasions our Lord appeared to St. 
Francis in human form or with hu- 
man appeal, either to speed him on 
his holy mission of leading mankind 
back to God and nearer to God 
through devotion to the sacred 
humanity, or to put the seal of ap= 
proval on the devotion of Francis. 

And as the spirit of St. Francis 
got about when the order began to 
spread, Crib, Cross, and Church 
with the Divine Friend and Brother 
in the tabernacle became so many 
sources of previously unexampled 
inspir ation, while the thought of the 
Christ in man proved the point of 
departure for rebuilding human re- 
lations and the whole social fabric: 
As Dr. Aloys Mager O.S.B. says in. 
Franziskanische Studien (Muen- 
ster) for 1926 page 242: : 


“These manifold and fruitful de- 
votions to the humanity of Christ 
reached their peak in St. Francis 
and his followers. St. Francis and 
his order proved to be the conveyors 
of that movement which made 
Christ in his human nature the sub- 
stratum of religious life.” 


Before St. Francis 


NOT THAT ANYBODY WOULD MAIN- 
TAIN that St. Francis and his follow- 
ers have had a monopoly, so to call 
it, on the devotion to the sacred 
humanity. There was devotion to 
Christ’s humanity long before St. 
Francis’ day, and that, to follow ap- 
proved sources, abetted by visions 
of Christ in his infancy, his suffer- 
ings, his presence in the Holy Eu- 
charist, and his glory. But it was 
especially in and through St. Fran- 
cis and the Franciscan movement 
that the devotion “caught on” and 
became so universal ‘and productive. 
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A cursory survey showed the au- 
thor thirty-two notable instances of 
visions of Christ’s humanity accor- 
ded to saintly people before St. 
Francis’ day, or to non-Franciscans 
later. This apart from what is told 
in the New Testament after our 
Lord’s ascension, when, for exam- 
ple, St. Stephen sees “the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of 
God” (Acts 7, 56), or St. Paul en- 
counters our Lord on the way to 
Damascus (Acts 9), or St. John on 
Patmos sees the marvels of the King 
of Kings (Apoc.). 

There is the well known legend of 
St. Christopher and the Christchild 
at the ford. Legends about him are 
ancient, though unfortunately there 
is little authentic knowledge of St. 
Christopher himself except the fact 
of his martyrdom, probably under 
Emperor Decius in the third cen- 
tury. St. Arsenius (died 445) tells 
of an old man who doubted the Real 
at Holy Communion. Of Pope St. 
Presence and beheld the sacred Host 

changed to the form of a little child 
Gregory the Great (died 604) it is 
told that one day he fed our Lord 
himself among the poor at his table. 
.Widukind, the Saxon king, accepted 
the Faith under Charlemagne in 785 
after seeing communicants receive 
the sacred Host in the form of a 
beautiful babe. 

Pope St. Leo IX beheld at holy 
Mass the IHS traced in blood on the 
sacred Host, upon which he con- 
demned (1050) the heresy of Beren- 
gar, who had declared Christ’s pre- 
sence to be only spiritual. King St. 
Edward the Confessor of England 
(died 1066) merited to behold 
Christ in holy Mass frequently. It 
is told of Hugh of St. Victor, too, 
that he often beheld the Christchild 
at holy Mass. Bl. Mary d’Oignies, 
a Beguine religious (d. 1213), often 
saw our Lord in the sacred Host 
while contemplating his sufferings. 
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With St. Francis 


OF ST. FRANCIS’ OWN CENTURY, 
the thirteenth, there are multiply- 
ing examples also among non-Fran- 
ciscans: St. Raymond Nonnatus, 
Dominican (d. 1240), who received 
holy Communion from our Lord in 
deacon’s garb; Bl. Herman Joseph, 
Norbertine (d. 1241), who often 
conversed with the blessed Mother 
and Child; St. Lutgard of Brabant, 
Cistercian (d. 1246), one of the 
most eminent of Christian mystics, 
favored with visions of our Lord, 
especially his bleeding heart (she 
must be distinguished from the 
Poor Clare mystic Lutgard of Wit- 
tichen, who died in 1348 and from 
whom comes the devotion of the 
1000 Paters to honor each of 34 
mysteries of the life of our Lord— 
sometimes called “saint”, though 
her cult is not approved). 


There was also St. Peter of Vero- 
na, Dominican (d. 1252), who as a 
boy had the Crucifix speak to him, 
encouraging him in suffering; Bl. 
Juliana of Liege, Augustinian (d. 
1258), whose vision of the eclipsed 
moon led to the institution of the 
feast of Corpus Christi (to be dis- 
tinguished from St. Juliana Falcon- 
ieri, Mantellate—d. 1343—who re- 
ceived the Viaticum miraculously) ; 
St. Mechtild, Benedictine (d. 1298), 
younger sister of St. Gertrude and 
like her one of the first to propagate 
devotion to the Sacred Heart, who 
was favored with visions of the 
whole life of Christ. 


It is remarkable in these instan- 
ces how frequently the visions have 
reference to the Blessed Sacrament ; 
which holds also for some twenty 
other non-Franciscan instances to 
date, noticed by your writer. 

And the same holds for some fif- 
ty and more instances of favored 
souls from the various Franciscan 
orders, of whom we mean to relate 
now. Such instances seem to have 
occurred with greater frequency 
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among the children of St. Francis— 
with a certain fitness! 


The Franciscan Note 


AN ANTIPHON IN THE OFFICE OF 
St. Clare says: “Francis servant of 
the Most High, stirred the virgin 
Clare to love the God-Man, whom 
love had made man (amare Deum 
hominem, quem amor humanavit).” 
With the eye of his lively faith 
Francis adored the wonderful con- 
descension of God made man for our 
sake, and brought before us as God 
and man not once only, but daily 
and hourly in holy Mass. 

That was the starting point of the 
personal sanctity of St. Francis and 
the aim of his apostolate and his or- 
der, to respond and get others to 
respond with a Christworthy exis- 
tence to this high condescension of 
our Divine Savior to us. 

What Francis taught St. Clare, he 
taught all his generation, notably 
his professed followers. Distin- 
guished among his sons for their 
promotion of thought and sentiment 
honoring Christ’s sacred humanity, 
were St. Bonaventure, Bl. John 
Duns Scotus, and not least Jacopone 
of Todi. The latter’s soulful poetic 
compositions, together with such 
appealing Franciscan poems as the 
Philomela and the Praises of the 
Holy Cross (Laudismus  sanctae 
Crucis), and no less the Meditations 
on the Life of Our Lord by Fr. John 
Cavoli of San Gemignano, all ex- 
tremely popular works in their time, 
helped enshrine the devotion to the 
sacred humanity forever in popular 
sentiment. 

Divine Providence itself at this 
period and thereafter apparently 
fostered the devotion by granting 
comparatively frequent apparitions 
of Christ as man, be it as a child, or 
in his suffering, or in the holy 
Eucharist. 

We have seen above how St. Fran- 
cis was favored repeatedly, he who 
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is called the “man who saw God”. 
And we have seen how instances 
seem to multiply also among non- 
Franciscans in the age of St. Fran- 
cis. 

Now, of St. Francis’ immediate 
followers we may mention St. Clare 
(died 1253), who heard Christ in the 
Bl. Sacrament assure her, “I will 
always protect you,” as she routed 
the Saracen invaders of Assisi with 
the holy Pyx. Shortly before her 
death, she saw the Christchild plac- 
ing a crown on the head of her sister 
St. Agnes of Assisi. St. Agnes her- 
self (d. 1253) conversed with our 
Lord in the holy Eucharist. 


Fr. Zachary, companion of Fran- 
cis and founder of the order in 
Portugal, was privileged to show a 
doubter our Lord as the victim in the 
sacred Host, from Elevation till 
Communion. St. Anthony of Padua 
(d. 1231) saw the infant Jesus and 
embraced him, and on one occasion 
he saw the sacred Host at Elevation 
es a wall, which opened for 

im. 


St. Elizabeth of Thuringia (d. 
1231) harbored a leper at the palace, 
who took the form of our crucified 
Lord before her royal husband’s 
eyes. Our Lord set her counte- 
nance aglow with a blinding light 
when she looked on him at holy 
Mass. Bl. Benvenute of Gubbio 
(d. 1232), the stately warrior com- 
panion of St. Francis, saw our Lord 
as a child and embraced him at holy 
Communion. 


The Century of St. Francis 


AS THE CENTURY OF St. FRANCIS 
progressed we find these further 
instances: Fr. Peter of Malines 
(about 1240) had it happen that 
children saw the infant Jesus when 
he elevated the sacred Host. Bl. 
Humiliana, Tertiary widow (d. 
1241), had Christ appear to her and 
cure her of severe pain with the sign 
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f the Cross. Little St. Rose of 
iterbo (d. 1252), Tertiary, at three 
ears of age conversed with Jesus 


nstructed by the Bl. Mother, while 
ur Lord suffering appeared to her 
nd gave her the mission to preach 
benance. 

Bl. Andrew of Spello (d. 1254) 
eft a vision of the Christchild to 
eed the call of obedience and found 
ur Lord waiting for him on his re- 
urn (cf. Longfellow’s Legend Beau- 
iful). 

Bl. Jutta of Sangershausen (d. 
264), Tertiary, was instructed by 
ur Lord that charity to others is 
charity to him: “All my treasures 
are yours, and yours are mine”. 

n her seeming deathbed, our Lord 
appeared to her and left her choose 
between death and more suffering: 
she chose the latter. About 1260 
our Lord directed her to take her 
abode among the Prussian heathens, 
upon whose conversion she was ven- 
erated as their patron. 
| Bl. Salome, princess and Poor 
‘Clare (d. 1268), was fortified in 
death by a vision of the Bl. Mother 
‘and Child. Bl. John of Penna (d. 
1271), besides other heavenly visita- 
tions, was comforted in death with 
‘a vision of Christ in his glory. 
King St. Louis IX of France (d. 
1274) gave the example of forego- 
ing a vision of the Christchild in 
the holy Eucharist, lest he lose the 
merit of simple faith. 

Of St. Bonaventure it is told that 
once when out of humility he re- 
frained from celebrating holy Mass, 
our Lord sent an angel to bring him 
holy Communion. Bl. Conrad of 
Ascoli (d. 1280) saw Christ in his 
suffering every Good Friday. Bl. 
Margaret Colonna, Poor Clare (d. 
1284), was favored on Fridays with 
the vision of the Divine Bridegroom, 
who wreathed her brow and placed a 
ring on her finger. 


Bl. Benvenute of Recanati (d. 
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1289) was frequently enraptured at 
holy Communion and permitted to 
embrace the Divine Child. St. 
Margaret of Cortona, Tertiary peni- 
tent (d. 1297), had frequent visions 
of our Lord, among others our 
Lord of the opened side in glory. 
Bl. Yolande, princess and Poor Clare 
(d. 1298), once saw Christ crucified 
while meditating on the Passion. 

Bl. Bartolo of Mucchio, Tertiary 
priest (d. 1800), beheld Christ 
covered with wounds and holding 
a scourge, inviting him to a life of 
penance. On one occasion when he 
gave a night’s lodging to a stranger, 
he was told in a vision that he had 
harbored Christ. Bl. Angela of 
Foligno, Tertiary mystic (d. 1309), 
was permitted to hold the Christ- 
child in her arms on the feast of the 
Purification; she also beheld our 
Lord pointing to his sacred heart 
as our refuge. 

Favored Franciscans of the four- 
teenth century were: Bl. Bartholo- 
mew Pucci, Bl. Conrad of Offida, 
Poor Clare Lutgard of Wittichen 
mentioned above, and Tertiary St. 
Bridget of Sweden. Of the fif- 
teenth century: Tertiary Bl. Eliza- 
beth the Good, Bl. Bishop Matthew 
of Girgenti, Bl. Gabriel Ferretti. Of 
the sixteenth: Bl. Poor Clare Baptis- 
ta Varani, Ven. Tertiary Jane of the 
Cross, St. Peter of Alcantara, Bl. 
Nicholas Factor, St. Felix of Canta- 
lice, and St. Paschal Baylon. 

Later centuries show such out- 
standing instances as St. Lawrence 
of Brindisi, Tertiary St. Hyacintha, 
St. Joseph of Copertino, Ven. Maria 
of Agreda, Bl. Charles of Sezze, St. 
Veronica Giugliani, St. John Joseph 
of the Cross, Bl. Crescentia Hoess, 
St. Mary Frances of the Five 
Wounds. 


And so many others, down to our 
day, which with the human Christ 
enthroned as King of the universe, 
opens a new era for the glorified 
Humanity of Christ. 8 
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Fourth Instalment 


CHAPTER 7 
On Arousing Fervor 
liy TEARS HAVE BECOME MY 


qe 
bread - day and night, while they 
keep saying to me: Where is your 
God? (Ps. 41, 8). 


That is what my tears ought to 
be to me always, day and night, at 
home and abroad, as long as the a- 
bode of this exile keeps me apart 
from your ‘ove, O oe While it 
lasts, I am Gece with these un- 
clean senses, which prevent the pure 
contemplation of you. I carry the 
burden of co many faults and wor- 
ries and restless passions, which 
keep my mind from rising perfectly 
to you. I see these many great 
weaknesses of mine, which cause me 
to offend you so often, to grow cool 
toward virtue_so quickly, to give so 
little thought to my very serious 
needs, to be so cold and careless in 
striving for my true, eternal goal. 

You, meanwhile, who are all my 
blessing, all my virtue, all my trea- 
sure, are left a stranger to my heart. 
7 he example you gave, your 
alee your favors, your holy 
counsels I allow to slip away so 
vhtly from my mind. Yet at ev- 
ery moment I need you to defend me 
from evil with your living grace. 

Alas, O my God, till now I have 
done nothing. I have failed a great 
deal, and fared forward not at all. 
readily acinowledge my guilt. 
lumbly now do I seek a truce with 
you, and lay all my wretchedness 
= in your presence. 

las, ‘T have spent enough of my 
bins idly, I have kept silent long 
enough, I have drifted far enough 
way from you. It is indeed time 

at I lay aside my childish ways 
and give serious thought to your 
service. I am coming back to you. 
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SELF-COMMUNINGS OF A MARTYR 


THE SOLILOQUIA 


OF VEN. PAUL HEATH O.F.M. 


All my mind and soul I am hum- 
bly laying as an offering on the altar 
of your most holy cross, as I throw 
myself face down to the earth be- 
fore you. 

Forgive me, O Lord Jesus, and 
make my heart hereafter burn for- 


ever with an unquenchable fire of ; 


love for you. 


2. Well, if you really wish to be # 


mine, and to nourish my love within 
you, I will take charge of you day 
by day and teach you something 


useful and necessary for your soul. 


Many a person eagerly cries out 
for me when adversity weighs on 
him and his cravings are not satis- 
fied. Such people cannot find me, 
because they are not concerned a- 
bout my love but about themselves 
and their earthly appetites. 

Many spend their time listening 
to and inquiring about what others 
are doing, or what is being said 
about themselves and others, or how 
they can in their idle gossip curry 
the favor of others with their in- 
eptitudes.. Things such as that are 


to no purpose, and they do not go © 


with fervor of spirit. 


It is my will that you do not allow — 
things like that to bother you—they 


do not concern you—so that you 


may keep your mind free for me 
alone. 


It interferes greatly with your 
progress that you permit pour pas- 
sions to get ahead of your judgment 
and influence it, and that you react 
so readily to your own misgivings, 
before you know how you ought to 
act according to the laws of charity. 

When therefore the occasion a- 
rises, first take time to think what 
ought to be done before you respond. 
Likely there will be no need of re- 
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ponse, and earnest consideration 
vill temper the violence of your pas- 
ion. 

Be careful, when I give sweetness 
your devotion, that you do not 
egin to lay aside your childlike 
egard for me, lest forgetting how 
rail and inconstant nature is, you 
ay not be prepared for some trial 
resently awaiting you. Always 
keep your heart so disposed between 
vigorous hope and humble fear that 
hatever I may ordain with regard 
to you, I may find you ever submis- 
sive to me. 

Do not wonder at finding yourself 
not always equally fervent, for I 
know what is good for your soul. 
When I touch your heart with the 
power of my Spirit, then hurry and 
raise yourself modestly up to me. 
But when I leave you to your own 
hardness, then ponder what your 
weakness amounts to without my 
strength. Then prepare yourself 
for interior association with me by 
reading or prayer, for there you 
‘will find me. Then you must do 
‘violence to your heart and your body 
lin the effort to get back to me. 
Eagerly, not lazily. 

And do not mind it much if you 
do not attain to the contemplation of 
the deeper mysteries. For a sim- 
ple fellow that serves me humbly, 
can make better progress before me 
than a person that feeds his mind 
on the contemplation of the highest 
mysteries. 

3. At times your tepidity comes 
from over-fatigue or depression of 
your sensitive nature, and then you 
must deal more gently with it as 
with any frail animal of yours, giv- 
ing it the proper rest and kindly 
indulgence, lest, on account of not 
granting it what is necessary for 
the time being, you find for all the 
time to come that your animal is 
too weak and unfit for your needs. 

At times too the sluggishness is 
due to interferences from without, 
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or to my secret providence, inas- 
much as I leave you in that dryness 
so that you may learn to cling the 
more firmly to me, seeing how weak 
in perseverance you are without my 
grace. 

At times, finally, it arises from 
the excessive softness of the flesh 
and immoderate affection for things 
sensible. In that case the weapons 
of penance and the spurs of devo- 
tion must be applied again; for the 
flesh does not readily offer itself 
to go my way unless it is compelled 
by force to desist from its sordid 
attachments. At such times you 
must ponder over that humility, 
that patience, that charity, with 
which I redeemed you, so as to rise 
again gradually to sincere love for 
me. 

Then you must give your thought 
to the lives of the saints and the 
remarkable examples by which now 
as of old my servants day by day 
distinguish my Church. You see 
what simpletons, how foolish and 
despicable they appear to the world 
for my sake, but they realize that 
they have the simplest way of lov- 
ing me, and as they can never get 
their fill of loving me, the world 
keeps thinking them silly and for- 
saken by God because they avoid 
temporal pleasures and bear pa- 
tiently the injuries unjustly inflic- 
ted on them. Yet theirs is the 
wisest way of spending the time, 
and as my special friends they shall 
one day be lifted up to the sublime 
height of my glory. 


4, How then can you go on living 
with such assurance while serving 
the desires of that filthy flesh of 
yours? If you possessed my spirit, 
you would be ashamed to remain 
subject to those senseless passions. 


Rather, the more numerous and 
grievous are the infirmities you 


experience, the harder you would 
struggle to be healed of them. 
It is not enough for you to say 
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a lot of prayers and resolve to do 
various acts of bodily penance. Al- 
though such things help greatly to 
achieve true fervor, yet there may 
lie hidden under them a proud mind 
and secret love of your own will. 
No, you must go directly to the root 
of the matter, where, rejecting alli 
presumption and self-will, you sim- 
ply leave yourself in my hands and 
learn to inérease or to moderate 
your zeal as true Divine love and my 
Spirit require it. 


It would be no little help to you if 
after conversing with me interiorly 
you did not altogether pour yourself 
out on externals right away, but 
kept your mind in my presence. 
For such continued interior aspira- 
tion makes the task of virtue easy 
and supplies a remedy against idle 
distractions and occasions of offend- 
ing. 

Why would you be so callous and 
so cold in my service except that 
the true love of me is not afire in 
you, and you keep your mind bent 
on human consolations? Such 
things weigh the mind down so that 
it cannot wing its way after me. 


So begin all over while time still 
waits for you, as if you had a matter 
of the most serious consequence in 
hand, so as to prepare a suitable 
place for me in your heart. 


Do not worry about the evil ways 
of others, since there are so many 
things about human beings which 
are occasions of regret rather than 
of edification. Rather think of 
what everybody ought to be and how 
they ought to regulate their lives so 
as to be worthy of my grace. 


Wherever you notice anything 
good in this or that person, always 
_ resolve to imitate it. And where 
you see anything bad, take careful 
measures to avoid it. Do not rest 
with good thoughts and resolutions 
in the matter, but make every effort 
to secure good results. Then you 
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will eventually experience the 
sweetness of true fervor. 

CHAPTER 8 
Yearning for the Bliss of Heaven 
1. OH, THE BLESSED ABODE OF 
the city of Heaven! With what 
wistful sighs, what devoted acts of 


penance the faithful daily aspire to © 


you! 

Who that formed the correct es- 
timate of the extremely wanton 
pleasures of this world, would not 


utterly scorn them while wanting i 


with all the affections of his heart 
to share in your most elevating so- 
ciety! There one has true satisfac- 
tion, security without parallel, bliss 
unending! There one finds eter- 
nal rest without any annoyance, 
changeless harmony without any 
dissension, measureless enjoyment 
of all that is good without even the 
least variation! 

With what keenness, what readi- 
ness to endure, what loathing of sin 
and all worldly vanities ought we not 
strain to possess your unspeakable 


delight! Who would not be ready to 


sacrifice blood and life itself to par- 
take in that unbounded happiness! 
Who would not rejoice to bear the 
evils all men could do to him as he 
marched forward, amid fire and 
water and stoning and crucifixion, 


to you, teeming as you are with © 


the abundance of everything desir- 
able, that does not create loathing, 
nor leave room for hunger, nor al- 
low the appetite to roam farther a- 
field! 

How is it then that we do not here 
below ‘accustom ourselves to the oc- 


cupations, the hymns and radiant ~ 


virtues of your citizens, as a means 
of softening the hardships of this 
turbulent life with the familiar 
and sweet recollection of those or- 
cupations ? 

Why is it that we turn away from 
the holy desire for you and from the 
wholesome laws and counsels you 
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put before us, while we do keep 
clinging to the grime of this most 
vile life? Is not all the happiness 
we can expect bound up with enjoy- 
ing you and you alone? Yet noth- 
ing soiled and grimy can ever enter 
your boundaries. 


2. Nothing depraved, nothing 
foreign to God or opposed to the 
spirit of Christ will enter there. 
It is the kingdom Christ has won 
with his own blood for his sheep, 
who follow his voice in true meek- 
ness, there to recover after the 
blustering winter of the world un- 


der the serene sky of everlasting 


relief, 


Nothing carnal, that enjoys the 
wallows of disgraceful obscenity, 
arrives at that holy of holies, which 
the blessed spirits have reached 
after their various penances, after 


’ passing through the gateway of true 


contrition, till at last they came to 
the inner tabernacle of unchanging 
fulfilment. 


Nobody that is base-minded or 
given to sluggishness will scale that 
glorious mount of life eternal, where 
those noble athletes of the Cruci- 
fied, after their courageous engage- 
ments and their illustrious feats of 
virtue, have attained to the most 
restful refreshment after their la- 
bors. 


_ Nothing vain and proud, nothing 
devoid of the glory of true humility 
will have a place in that holy new 
Jerusalem, to which God has de- 
creed to lead his people over a long 
desert road of humiliations, so that 
it might get along to its home in 
Heaven protected by the impene- 
trable shield of virtue and tested by 
true constancy of purpose. 


Nothing, in fine, that is not gov- 
erned by the fear of God and drawn 
by the love of Christ, nothing but 
what is penetrated with the hatred 
of sin, will be admitted to the joy 
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of that lovely paradise. For it is 
the inheritance prepared from the 
foundation of the world for the true 
children of God only—for those 
who, when they find they have 
wandered from the path of true 
charity, try to return to God with 
humble compunction of heart, so as 
to be admitted to Divine grace. 


3. That will be the last of all 
the suffering which amid the vari- 
ous storms of human association 
lies so heavily day by day on the 
helpless servants of Christ, for not 
conforming with the ways and evil 
habits of the wicked. 


For just as Christ and the Devil 
are diametrically opposed to each 
other, so do the servants of Christ 
and the prisoners of the Devil tra- 
vel contrary ways. And as the 
wicked cross over from their mis- 
placed pleasure to lasting, unchang- 
ing grief, so do the just go on from 
their saving sorrow to boundless joy 
that shall never pass away. 


How happy they will then con- 
sider themselves for having bent 
their neck with such courage and 
simplicity under the sweet obedi- 
ence of Christ, carrying out his 
blessed counsels against all the dic- 
tates of perverse nature! For hav- 
ing preferred the simple love of 
Jesus, the pursuit of justice, and 
the imitation of the saints to human 
vanities! For having turned over 
their hearts to be governed, their 
senses to be chastened, their mind 
to be instructed by Christ, while 
they made all care and worry wait 
upon faithful service to him! 


How jubilant they will be that 
they were not left here below to 
their own devices but were deprived 
for Christ’s sake of the things they 
loved, and bore up bravely in the 
warfare of the Lord, under the yoke 
of Christ, in the arena of virtue 
and good deeds! 

(Chapter 8 to be continued) 
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FOLLOWING HIM 


THAT NOTABLE INCREASE 
——WHEN? 


THOUGHTS FOR 
TERTIARY PEACE YEAR 


Twelfth of Series on the Tertiary’s Vocation as Peacemaker 


FoR OUR PART—SAID POPE BENE- 
pict XV in closing his peace encycli- 
cal Sacra propediem of January 6, 
1921, commemorating the seventh 
centenary of the founding of the 
Third Order—‘“we trust the Third 
Order will receive a notable increase 
from the centenary festivities.” 

The letter, like all encyclicals, was 
addressed to the Hierarchy of the 
Church, and the Holy Father hoped 
that the bishops and all pastors of 
sculs would devote great care to re- 
vive Tertiary fraternities where 
they might be in a decline, to es- 
tablish new fraternities wherever 
possible, and to have them all flour- 
ish in membership and observance. 


1. The Old Refrain 

1. In expressing that hope, Pope 
Benedict gave voice to what was 
and still is the hope of the Holy 
Father, expressed only within the 
past months again by Pope Pius XII 
—that there be many fraternities, 
with many members, and above all 
much of the spirit of St. Francis in 
the members. 

Why this insistence of the popes 
for the past seventy years and 
more? 

Simply for this reason: They have 
been watching one _ pretentious 
movement after the other get under 
way with great promise for the past 
many decades, and all of them, so 
far as true peace, brotherhood, and 
Christianity are concerned, leaving 
the world less peaceful, charitable, 
and Christian than before. Our 
recent war to do away with inhu- 
manity has touched one spot and 
left other nations supposedly re- 
spectable, if possible more inhuman 
than the fallen foe. Man without 
God, without the saving principles 


left the world by the Savior of the 
world, is an animal that is by so 
much the more savage than other 
animals, as he has the intelligence 
to make his animal instincts the 
more deadly and destructive. 


That is the state to which the 
modern world with all its progress 
and science has degenerated. The 
ancient pagans with their slaughter 
and violent uprooting of peoples 
were mere novices by comparison 
with our ampler means of savagery. 
To us the deliberate, calmly ob- 
served, and slow starving, degrad- 
ing, and attrition of millions means 
no more than the destruction of so 
many flies. 


This state did not come suddenly 
upon our generation. It came grad- 
ually, with the gradual elimination 
of Christ and his spirit from public 
life and sentiment. It took its 
start with the rejection of Divine 
authority, when the authority of 
Christ’s Church was rejected. It 
took its violent increase when under 
the plea that religion is a private 
affair, revealed principle was sup- 
planted by the tallow dip of human 
wisdom in the public, national, so- 
cial, and domestic relations of man 
to man. 


It will see its finish in utter chaos. 
That, or mankind and all human af- 
fairs must return to the saving 
principles of Christ. But the para 
mount active principle in Christ’s 
saving faith is the dignity of the 
human person by reason of man’s 
elevation to the Divine plane in 
grace. In a very real sense it is 
true, that what is done to the least 
of Christ’s brethren, is done to him, 
since in so many ways Christ identi- 
fies himself with man. 


December 1945 


2. That was the governing 
thought of St. Francis’ life. As he 
tells us in his Testament, it lay at 
the outset of his turning to God, 
his conversion, his penance. He 
was the man who saw God, but as 
he intimates, it was on seeing God 
in man that he came to see God in 
the right and enlivening perspective. 
If for these past seven centuries 
St. Francis has been an inspiration 
to his fellow men for every kind of 
holy and human endeavor, it is be- 
cause he read the true inwardness 
of Christ’s saving principles in the 
Christworthy existence which this 
same Christ wishes all men to enjoy. 

Christianity has been at its best 
where this thought was really 
grasped and practically carried out. 
And there too humanity and the 
world was at its best where the way 
of St. Francis became the way of 
public life and sentiment. 


2. Whose the Task 


But—what concerns us in this 
last instruction on Pope Benedict’s 
Sacra propediem—what is to be 
done about spreading the spirit of 
St. Francis and trying to extend to 
all the world the message of a 
Christworthy existence for all men? 

1. It would be too bad if we pro- 
fessed followers of St. Francis just 
prayed and hoped, or perhaps just 
lived in fond and more or less smug 
and self-satisfied dreams. That 
was not the way of St. Francis. It 
would be too bad if we sat back and 
waited until somebody else upped 
and did something. That was not 
the way of St. Francis. It would be 
a pity if we threw the responsibility 
on others, on the fathers who 
direct us, on the priests, on the 
bishops. 

When our Lord gave St. Francis 
to the world, he did not tell Francis 
to go and make the priests and the 
bishops or even the pope get busy: 
they had their work carved out for 
them. Our Lord did say: Francis, 
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do you go and rebuild my Church! 
And when Francis extends to you 
the privilege of being his professed 
followers, he does not say for you to 
set yourselves up as critics of others 
high or low, but he says: Be you 
imitators of me, as I also am of 
Christ! ; 


Imitate St. Francis, the man you 
call your father and founder,: in 
whose name you, rightly, elory. 
But St. Francis got busy! With 
priest, bishop, and pope to guide him 
in his work! But he was the person 
called to do the work! And so are 
you now called to extend his work 
and project his ideas into daily life 
and living. By following Christ, by 
moulding his life and activity on 
the model of Christ, Francis rose 
to be to the world its most perfect 
image and likeness of Christ. A 
Christworthy existence, for himself 
and his fellow men so far as ever 
humanly possible—that is the ideal 
which possessed Francis. It is the 
ideal which must possess you! 


Your betters, so to call them, your 
religious superiors, have in these 
past twenty-five years since Pope 
Benedict XV issued Sacra pro- 
pediem, done truly marvelous things 
to put your order on a high plane of 
eminence and effectiveness within 
and without. 


Where your Third Order was pre- 
viously a good and holy group ot 
nen and women indeed, yet almost 
unknown to the public, they have 
left you with organization, local, re- 
gional, provincial, and national, 
which makes you emerge one of the 
cutstanding institutions of the coun- 
try. They have brought you to- 
gether in congresses and pooled your 
endeavors in enterprises that have 
attracted wide attention along with 
the personal and official attention of 
the Hierarchy itself. They have 
placed men at your head as direc- 
tors, commissaries, and other local, 
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provincial, and national officers, who 
might have given their time, some 
might say, to more immediate work 
at the salvation of souls. 


Your spiritual superiors have 
done this without regret and hesita- 
tion, because they believed it the 
proper thing, the dutiful thing in- 
deed, to do, in compliance with the 
wishes of the Holy See, which ex- 
pects such great things for the sal- 
vation of souls as well as of Society 
from a wide diffusion and deep in- 
tensification of the Third Order 
spirit. Their regret is that they 
cannot do more for your order. 

2. The rest is up to you! 

A twofold cooperation is de- 
manded of you, in the very nature 
of things as well as if you are to 
comply with the wishes of the Holy 
T'ather. 


a. You must enter more and 
more deeply into the spirit of St. 
Francis, the spirit of the Faith, of 
Christ. Your rule is to help you 
to that spirit. Comply with your 
rule in all its details at all times, re- 
gardless of whether or not you feel 
like it. 

One does not join up as a follower 
of St. Francis to do what is right 
and good only when that is pleasant. 
One needs the rule and what goes 
with the order and its work as a 
school of discipline in all virtue at 
all times. It is the slackness, the 
half-hearted, unconvinced response 
of the members, in the corporate 
endeavors of the fraternity as much 
as in their personal lives, which 
gives a poor example to the public 
and keeps it wondering just what 
good your whole order is. 

On the other hand, God has so or- 
dained, and fairly so, that such cor- 
respondence with grace 
means so much more grace, to see 
the light more fully and to corres- 
pond so much the more generously 
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to the light, and so on to high vir 
tue. 


The eyes of the world are upon 
you. You cannot dare come out a 
mong them expecting them to join 
up with you and correspond with 
you, unless you first of all corres- 
pond, with an ever more generous 
heart, to the opportunities of virtue 
and good work within the order. 


b. Along with intensifying your 
own spirit must go the studied pur- 
pose and the steady effort to spread 
your order. Your’ Franciscan, 
Christian mission and message of a 
Christworthy existence for your fel- 
low men must stir you as it stirred 
Francis. If it stirs you, you will 
not hesitate to get others interested 
in it, and to promote all you can 
every endeavor that will put the 
Third Order and its holy aim before 
the public in general and before 
people, young, old, and middle-aged, 
in whom you are specially interested. 


Pope Benedict asks you to do that 
when he asks that every city, town, 
and village may have its fraternity 
with a large convinced and active 
membership, when he asks societies 
of men and women to come into the 
order in a body. You know of 
these requests of the Holy Father. 
They do not. So, who but you shall 
be expected to tell them of the re- 
quests of the Holy Father? 


In this regard comparatively little 
has been done by the Third Order 
heretofore, and the notable increase 
which the Holy Father twenty-five 
years ago foresaw for your order, 
still awaits your earnest, systematic, 
and sustained effort. 


May it materialize! “When all 
is said, it is a question of opening 
to as many as possible, by following 
Francis, the path and the return to 
Christ, on which return reposes our 
best hope of general salvation.”  ® 


December 1945 


369 


THE CHRISTMAS CRIB 


UNTO US 
A CHILD IS BORN 


The Twenty-fourth of a Series on the Sacramentals. 


A SACRAMENTAL THAT IS LOVED BY 
all and finding its way into more 
homes each year is the Christmas 
Crib. It has and is serving to bring 
Christ into the hearts and homes of 
his people. It represents, too, St. 
Francis’ great concern to make 
Christ actually live in the eyes of 
his people. He truly brought Christ 
to his own in many vivid ways. 


1. The Greccio Incident 


1. St. Francis did not originate 
the devotion of the Christmas Crib, 
but he did remarkable work in pop- 
ularizing it in the present realistic 
manner, and bringing out its signi- 
ficance. Very probably it was on a 
visit to the Holy Land that his par- 
ticular devotion and interest in the 
Crib were awakened. There he saw 
and knelt in deep prayer before the 
spot where our Savior was born. 

Only too well St. Francis knew 
that all the faithful were not free to 
go to Bethlehem, like the Three 
Kings of old, and worship in the 
humble stable where Christ was 
born. What would be the next best 
thing to do but bring Christ and his 
stable to all the faithful at their 
very doors back home? Sort of re- 
live the whole scene of Christmas? 


And that is just what he did. 


He tried the experiment for the 
first time about the year 1223 at 
Greccio in Italy. Greccio is just a 
little bit of a place in the valley of 
Rieti. After getting the permission 
of the Holy Father for the particu- 
lar way he meant to follow — with 
holy Mass and all — St. Francis 
went to Greccio with John of Velli- 
ta. This John was a virtuous sol- 
dier of some means. St. Bonaven- 
ture tells us that, after meeting St. 
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Francis, John gave up his military 
life out of love for Christ. 


The two climbed to the high 
mountain hermitage which John 
had given to St. Francis. There 
they set to work. A stable was 
built, with a manger. Near the 
manger an altar was erected. It 
made a beautiful picture in the 
wooded mountain surroundings. 


A bambino doll was acquired for 
the manger, and an ox and an ass 
gave the realistic appearance of 
stable life. When all was in readi- 
ness, word was sent out to the whole 
countryside. Just before midnight 
scores of lighted torches flickered 
brightly as the populace wended its 
way up the mountainside. One by 
one the people gathered around the 
erib and the altar, their torches 
lighting up the mountain top like a 
huge candle. 


St. Francis was the deacon at the 
solemn Mass. When he sang the 
words of the Gospel, “And they laid 
him in a manger’, he fell on his 
knees in silent prayer for a moment. 
Legend says a child appeared in his 
arms surrounded by a brilliant light. 
At least it expresses the saint’s live- 
ly faith and convictions. For he 
was the man who saw God in more 
senses than one, and helped others 
as well to see God. 


Later, when Francis preached the 
sermon, he moved the hearts of all 
with his forceful yet tender words 
about the Christchild. All felt the 
little Child had come to life again, 
so realistic was this dramatization 
of the first Christmas. A painting 
by Giotto makes this event still live 
for our generation. It is preserved 
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in the basilica of St. Francis in 
Assisi. 

2. Since that day the custom of 
scenic representations of the stable 
of Bethlehem has spread throughout 
the world. Today there is hardly a 
Catholic church which does not have 
its crib during the Christmas sea- 
son. Mothers and fathers vie with 
one another in leading their children 
tothe foot of the great crib in 
church, while many a home has its 
own more or less impressive replica. 
There the little ones stand wide- 
eyed as they are told the story of 
their God and Savior making him- 
self at home among us, but with 
only the ox and the ass as his first 
friends apart from Mary and 
Joseph. 

The Crib perhaps more than any- 
thing else serves to make all people 
childlike. It helps them to qualify 
for Heaven according to the words 
of Christ: “Unless you become like 
little children, you shall not enter 
the kingdom of Heaven.” In this 
way the Crib is a most useful and 
powerful sacramental, disposing the 
heart of man to receive the mighty 
waves of grace. 


2. Devotion of the Christchild 


1. Much of what remains of the 
manger in which Christ was actual- 
ly laid, is preserved in Rome. 
These relics were brought to the 
Eternal City probably during the 
pontificate of Pope Theodore (640- 
649). No doubt the pope wished to 
keep them in safety, since, being a 
native of Palestine himself, he knew 
the dangers to which sacred things 
were exposed in Palestine. 


The relics are kept in the great 
basilica of St. Mary Major. From 
this fact that church is known as 
Sancta Maria ad Praesepe, that is, 
Saint Mary of the Crib. Five pieces 
of the original manger can be seen 
at this shrine. They are five boards 
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of Palestine sycamore wood. The 
boards perhaps were the supports 
for the crib itself, which many 
think was made of soft limestone, 
On the eve of Christmas these relics 
are exposed for the veneration of 
the faithful. 


2. In Rome too, in the old Fran- 
ciscan church of Ara Coeli (that is, 
the Altar of Heaven), we have one 
of the largest and most beautiful 
cribs in all Christendom. The re- 
nowned Santo Bambino of Ara Coeli 
is used in the crib. It is a figure of 
the Christchild carved out of wood 
and reputed to have come from the 
Holy Land. 


Yearly on the feast of Epiphany 
the figure is carried in procession 
by the Minister General of the 
Friars Minor. Solemnly he blesses 
the city with it from the top of the 
high flight of stairs which run to 
the main entrance of the church, 
The event is a civic affair in which 
the citizens of Rome are very happy 
to participate. Children “preach” 
on the occasion. 


o. From Rome devotion to Christ 
in the Crib has spread to the far 
corners of the earth. Probably out- 
side of Rome it is the city of Prague 
more than any other which has 
given its name to the Christchild. 
The Infant of Prague is known the 
world over. 


Strangely enough, this Infant of 
Prague is in reality of Spanish ori- 
gin. It was taken to Bohemia in 
the seventeenth century by Maria 
Manriquez de Lara, a Spanish prin- 
cess. Her mother had given it to 
her as a wedding gift on the occa- 
sion of her marriage to Lord Vratis- 
lav of Pernstein. 


The statue is made of wax, and is 
about nineteen inches in height. It 
is clothed in royal robes, with a 
jeweled crown on its head. Its 


} still preserved 
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‘ right hand is raised in blessing, 


while the left hand holds the globe 
of sovereignty. At present it is 
in the Carmelite 
church of Maria de Victoria. 


So many graces have been re- 
ceived on venerating this statue in 
memory of the Child of the stable, 
that the original statue is now 
known as the Miraculous Infant of 
Prague. 


Devotion in honor of the Infant of 
Prague resulted from a victory of 
the armies of Emperor Ferdinand 
II over the enemies of the Church 


' near the White Mountains of Pra- 


gue on November 8, 1620. A priest 
famed for sanctity, Father Dominic, 
general of the Discalced Carmelites, 
was directly responsible for the 
happy victory. He acted as chap- 
lain of the armies and carried a 
picture representing the nativity of 
Christ, which he had found in the 
castle of Strakowitz. In this pic- 
ture the Blessed Mother is seen in 
the foreground kneeling before the 
Christchild, while St. Joseph stands 
behind her, with a lantern in his left 
hand; and there are two shepherds 
in the background. The eyes of all 
the figures had been pierced by 
heretics. 


Father Dominic held this picture 
high above the heads of the soldiers 
and exhorted them to combat. The 
picture had the desired effect. In- 
spired by the sight of the Infant 
Savior, the soldiers fought on to 
victory. Naturally, a great devo- 
tion developed in honor of the In- 
fant. But it proved short-lived. 


During the turbulent years which 
followed, the statue was lost for 
seven years. Saintly Father Cyril 
of the Carmelites found it, but both 
the hands were missing. Through 
Father Cyril’s prayers and efforts 
his fellow religious finally became 
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interested in the Infant again. A 
kind benefactor paid to have the sta- 
tue repaired, and since that day the 
devotion has grown steadily. 


In Franciscan circles it is parti- 
cularly Blessed Crescentia Hoess 
who had a great devotion to the In- 
fant of Prague. She lived in Kauf- 
beuren, a town located in the diocese 
of Augsburg (1682-1744). Her 
statue of the Christchild became a 
source of special blessing for her 
poor convent of Franciscan nuns. 
Before she introduced this devotion 
in her convent, her community had 
a very difficult time working out an 
existence. But the Infant of Pra- 
gue saw to it that they were never in 
want again. Crescentia herself 
died in the odor of sanctity. 


There is a gentleman belonging to 
the Third Order in Chicago today, 
who devotes a great portion of his 
time to making statues of the Infant 
of Prague. He makes the entire 
statue, and his handiwork is of the 
best. In his work he uses old 
jewelry and metal to form the 
crowns, staves, and jewel-bedecked 
robes. He even makes the glass 
form to cover the statue and keep it 
clean. Two Tertiary women make 
the robes for his statues. Many of 
his statues of the Infant Savior are 
in the churches of Chicago and other 
cities of our country. All this he 
does gratis, to spread the peace of 
the Christchild far and wide. 


If you strive to spread devotion to 
the Infant Savior, you will help re- 
store the world to proper balance. 
The lesson of the Crib is still the 
greatest of all lessons. So many 
people live their lives and never 
learn the lesson of littleness, the 
lesson of God among us for our sake. 
As you kneel at the Crib this Christ- 
mas, seek this grace for yourself 
and others. ® 
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THE PRINCE OF PEACE 
A page on Peace Patrons for the month, by Fr. Conrad Polzer O.F.M. Cap. (10). 


NOW THAT THE FEAR OF WAR HAS 
somewhat subsided, and men are be- 
ginning to reason more calmly, the 
disconcerting truth is gradually be- 
ginning to dawn on them that after 
all it was a grand mistake to sup- 
port Communist Russia instead of 
letting it crush itself with Nazi to- 
talitarianism. 

The country likely to suffer most 
immediately from this error is Eng- 
land; her vaunted empire is very 
much at stake, with Soviet pressure 
and power ever on the increase. 
No wonder our public press, over 
which English propagandists exer- 
cise considerable control, is begin- 
ning to turn American public opin- 
ion against the Russian Bear. How- 
ever, this is being done, not so much 
because any government is on prin- 
ciple opposed to Communistic ideas 
— the only principle guiding most 
public men today is the advantage 
of the moment — but because Amer- 
ican resources will again be needed 
to “come out on top”. For all we 
know, she may even wean Germany 
to her side, what is left of it; for 
war often makes strange bedfellows. 


Present trends seem to indicate 
an eventual showdown between the 
East and the West. 

The Swastika is dead and buried, 
but at what a cost! The next op- 
ponent will be Lucifer himself, sym- 
bolized by the Hammer and Sickle 
of militant atheism. How soon 
this titanic struggle will take place, 
no one knows but He whose ‘mills 
grind slowly, but grind exceeding 
fine.” 

During the preceding months a 
patron was chosen for each article 
of this series, with an ideal for pro- 
moting peace. It is fitting to con- 
clude the series with the Prince of 
Peace as our inspiration. What 


purpose did the Christchild of Beth- 
lehem have but to show the world 
where true peace is to be found? He 
summarized his peace program by 
propounding the Eight Beatitudes, 
which the people of today in the 
blindness of their greed and lust 
have all but forgotten. 

What is the Third Order rule and 
spirit but an application of these 
Eight Beatitudes, which only a 
Francis inspired by Heaven, could 
transpose in so practical a way to 
everyday life? 

Would the Third Order rule and 
spirit were lived as it was lived in 
primitive days: what a power it 
could be to preserve Christian 
idealism today! We would then be 
worthy of the title of the New Ma- 
chabees. The Machabees of Old 
Testament fame fought and died for 
the interests of God. Can we claim 
any such distinction when even the 
monthly attendance at our meetings 
seems so awfully burdensome to not 
a few? 

America has indeed won this war. 
In the providence of God, she may 
win the forthcoming world struggle. 
But true world peace will never 
come until men will again have re- 
turned to the all important lesson of 
the Prince of Peace, Self-Conquest! 


Self-conquest, self-denial lies at 
the very core of the Third Order 
rule. No son or daughter of St. 
Francis deserves the title of Terti- 
ary unless he has caught that spirit. 
The world of today has conveniently 
crossed out that word from its daily 
vocabulary, so that is was hard 
to revive its meaning even during 
the past war. If because of the 
self-indulgent spirit of the age, Ter- 
tiaries cannot keep that word from 
again passing into oblivion, who 
will keep it alive? © 


| AN ORGANIZATION THAT HAS CAR- 
ED on a consistent and construc- 
ve course of Catholic Action is the 
atholic Students Mission Crusade. 
rom its headquarters in Cincinnati 
has given out very definite pro- 
rams of action that have had real 
esults. 


Recently it issued a new project 
r grade-school children. It con- 
ists of mission study leaflets. 


hese are individual mission lessons 
or each pupil. They contain ma- 
rial for the study of worldwide 
Yatholic missionary work. 

Busy teachers will find them a 
reat help. No preparation nor 
eference to sources is necessary for 
ither the teacher or the pupil. One 
erely has to “remove the cello- 
hane” and digest the contents. It 
s an important step forward in the 
resentation of mission material. 

The entire mission study leaflet 
rovers but four pages of a full-size 
typewriter sheet. On the first page 
here is an illustration. The second 
und the third page contain readings, 
while questions and exercises make 
ip page four. Some of the leaflets 
sarry maps and helpful charts. 

A definite point is scored in the 
fact that the leaflets offer something 
practical. Every lesson closes with 
practical applications for the class 
as a unit and for the individual 
pupil. This is done with a view to 
inspiring habits of Catholic thought 
and action. 

Thought too is given to the dif- 
ferent age groups. There is a 
special series for fifth and sixth 
sraders, and another for seventh 
and eighth graders. One leaflet in 
2ach set contains an introduction to 
mission study. This leaflet explains 
the need of mission study and the 
role of the child in it. It ends with 


873 


AN OLD HAND WITH A NEW TRICK 
A page of Catholic Action tips, by Fr. Philip Marquard O.F.M. (5). 


the three key words of the whole 
program, study, prayer and sacri- 
fice. These three words form the 
backbone of the entire Catholic Mis- 
sion Crusade organization. 

To cite but one example of the 
leaflet study, we will take the fourth 
for fifth and sixth graders. It is on 
Mexico. The first page carries a 
picture of Brother Peter of Ghent, 
the saintly and famous Franciscan, 
teaching two Mexican boys. An ac- 
count is given of his life and work 
in Mexico on the second and third 
pages. Much of it is written in the 
lively and entertaining first person. 
This naturally renders it more 
interesting to the student. Two 
little drawings of the saintly broth- 
er and some of the native children 
are found on page three. 

On page four there are hints for 
discussion. The children are asked 
to name the various things Brother 
Peter taught, to tell things about 
him, and to compare his methods 
with mission methods of today. 

There are also suggestions of 
things to do. The children are told 
to find pictures of some of the old 
churches of Mexico. And there are 
some incomplete sentences that are 
to be filled out by the children re- 
garding the sketch of Brother 
Peter’s life. 

The mission leaflets sell at three 
cents each, with a special discount 
for quantity orders. Schools affi- 
liated with the Catholic Mission 
Crusade can obtain them at special 
prices. 

Any teacher will welcome these 
study leaflets. They help the chil- 
dren to know their Faith and their 
Church better, and to love it the 
more, for all the good the Church 
has done and is doing for Christ and 
for souls, ® 
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MISTAKES AND GOOD STROKES 
A page of suggestions for Convert-Making, by Fr. Fabian Merz O.F.M. (5). 


“FATHER, COULD I SEE YOU SOME 
time when convenient? No hurry. 
Just to talk over something.” 

“Surely, son, though I have not 
much time now. I will be back 
soon. And you will not run away.” 

Hardly. The poor lad was a 
young, apparently strapping man in 
his early twenties, but an invalid. A 
picture of his three-year-old daugh- 
ter graced the stand by his bed in 
the sanitarium. 

A day or so later I was ready for 
some serious problem and trouble- 
shooting, as a chaplain should be. 
The whole problem was expressed in 
the few words: “Father, I would 
like to be a Catholic.” I knew my 
way about in this problem. But, 
like a good strategist, I was inter- 
ested in the motive. The lad had 
been quite open-minded, had often 
sought information, showed interest 
when information was given to 
others, often attended the Catholic 
service. But none of this was the 
motive. 


“Father, when I was in high 
school at home, we had sports. I 
liked them. We had a varsity, 
which was restricted to juniors and 
seniors. But as a sophomore, I 
had charge of the team committee; 
it was up to us to get transportation 
and the like. It was a small town. 
There was only one Catholic church, 
and their boys were in our high 
school. The priest there was a 
peach. Whenever he could, he 
drove a bunch to the games, and if 
he couldn’t, we could have his car. 
When we played or practiced, 
Father was there. He was a real 
pal. My folks raised me with the 
idea that I could choose my own re- 
ligion when I grew up. I guess if 
Father had asked me then, I would 
have become a Catholic and done 
anything he wanted. And now I’ve 


made up my mind. I want to bea 


Catholic.” 


I could tell you of another man, 
somewhat older. He was accus-_ 
tomed to priests; in fact, I made the 
mistake of taking him for a Catholic 
till he reminded me that his card 
said Protestant. One day he 
dropped the information that he 
was married to a Catholic by a 
priest. His children were being 
raised Catholic; and he seemed glad 
of it. There was a favorable atti- 
tude. He had been scorer for an” 
athletic league of the C.Y.O. He 
knew more members of the younger 
clergy, and more intimately, than I. 
I thought that we should have a 
talk. When we were alone, it came 
out: “Father, when my wife and I 
went to her church to see the priest 
about getting married, he became 
insulting about my Protestant sta- 
tus. When we were returning, my 
wife said to me: I suppose now you 
would rather not take instructions? 
I had been thinking very seriously 
of becoming a Catholic; she and I 
had discussed it. But his attitude 
just dried me up.” 


We do make mistakes. I pray to 
God that he will right the mistakes 
I have made. His wife, too, today 
probably regrets it that she did not 
try to smooth over that situation. 
My argument with him is: ‘What is 
for the spiritual good of your fam- 
ily, nothing and no one should keep 
you from doing. And both of us 
recognize that it would be for the 
good of your family if this mixed 
business were canceled and you two 
were to be two in one religion.” 


He is thinking it over. If he de- 
cides that “going our way’ is the 
better way, it will be because you, 
or somebody else — his wife? — is 
praying! @ 


IN WORKING AMONG THE CORDE- 
IERS I am struck by the tremendous 
ount of interest shown in the 
ranciscan Mission Crusade and the 
atholic Students Mission Crusade. 
oys and girls have written papers, 
ave prayed and sacrificed for this 
use. In one school the students 
ct as catechists. All this is done 
hole-heartedly for the love of 
vhrist alone. 


That these Catholic boys and girls 
ave become mission-minded, con- 
cious of the needs of the mission 
elds, is being exemplified daily. It 

the joy of the pastor and of the 
ood sisters to hear them speak of 
he missions, to see the sacrifices 
hey are willing to make with acts 

f self-denial, which include 
sweets, sodas, and shows.” They 
ike to speak of the pagan babies 
hey have ransomed, the amount of 
‘tamps and tin foil needed to raise 
he price of ransom. 


Today there is scarcely a school 
Without some kind of missionary 
Irganization, from the baby room to 
the twelfth grade. But is not the 
mntire missionary idea being viewed 
from the wrong angle if we think 
ymily in terms of pagan babies ran- 
somed and foreign lands receiving 
the word of God? 


The biggest missionary project 
should be our own heart, in which 
ve endeavor to weed out all that will 
10t square with God’s love and com- 
nandments while we strive to cul- 
ivate the virtues Christ demands of 
1is followers, notably the holy vir- 
ue of an all-embracing charity. 


The second best mission field in 
he whole world, is our own home. 
Strive by word and example, by 
wrayer and sacrifice, to make it a 
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BE A MISSIONARY! 
A page on the Higher Vocations, by Fr. Raymond Oosdyke O.M.C. (16). 


replica of the home of Nazareth. 
Pray, and then work together as a 
family, and you will never have to 
worry about God’s blessings for all. 


The third nearest and best mis- 
sion field is our neighborhood, or our 
parish. There are many near you 
who have never heard of Christ. 
There are many Catholic children in 
your neighborhood perhaps who are 
attending non-Catholic schools, who 
need to get back where they belong, 
under the continued influence of the 
spirit and the word of God, for 
whom they are created. 


Do not get me wrong! I am 
interested in your school’s mission 
program. Keep up the good work. 
But there is an old adage which tells 
of “cleaning up one’s own back yard 
first,” and another which speaks of 
“neople sweeping in front of their 
own doors far enough to make the 
entire street clean.” 


Some of you already have a vig- 
orous mission spirit, the one that ' 
starts on self and spreads to family, 
neighborhood and parish. Would 
you in addition to helping from a 
distance, really like to spread 
Christ’s word and spirit throughout 
the world? 


Well, we need more priests at 
home and abroad. We need more 
sisters. This is a standing invita- 
tion to one and all who would like to 
be missionaries of Christ. 


So, if you have the missionary 
spirit, we will make it our prayer, 
if you will make it yours, that the 
missionary spirit may never leave 
you, but that it may blossom into a 
vocation. Thus, what you are en- 
joying now, will become a life’s 
work for the love of Christ. ® 
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THE MISSION FIELD 
A page of suggestions for helping the Missions, by Fr. Medard Buvala O.F.M. (5). 


KNOWLEDGE IS A MIGHTY FORCE. 
Whatever is done — good or bad — 
is the creature of a foregoing idea. 
You will never accomplish much 
unless you have ideas. 

Nevertheless, ideas are not suffi- 
cient. Even the Devil knows about 
Heaven. But he will never enter it. 
Many people who know of Hell are 
seemingly headed toward it anyway. 
Why? Because their will is not ad- 
justed to do good. Even more than 
knowledge the will is necessary for 
any worthwhile deed. What you 
may do, will never amount to much 
if your will is not concerned. 

If you are acquainted with the 
conditions and needs of the missions 
in general or of a particular mission, 
and stop with that, of what value is 
your knowledge? If you do not 
try to help a mission or missionary, 
materially, or spiritually by prayer, 
your knowledge again is vain. If 
you do not offer your troubles or 
sufferings for the mission cause, or 
some other good cause, if you do not 
get others to make that sacrifice, the 
apostolate of the sick means nothing 
to you. 

However, if you try to help, in 
your own way or as suggested in 
these pages, your knowledge be- 
comes fruitful. You cannot but suc- 
ceed if you try. Others have al- 
ready espoused the noble cause. 
Many saints and holy people of God 
have offered their trials and suffer- 
ings to God and the mission cause; 
a few have been mentioned in these 
pages. Today many sick and shut- 
ins are doing the same, either be- 
cause they were already aware of 
the value of suffering or because 
someone brought them to the reali- 
zation. 

A Third Order group at St. 
Peter’s Church in Chicago chooses 
a mission field each year. For this 


mission they pray and work. Three 
separate mission clubs at St. Augus- 
tine’s Church in Chicago do like- 
wise. Other groups sew and mend 
for the missions. Teaching sisters — 
often direct their children to adopt 
a missionary or a mission field; for 
it they pray and work and corre- 
spond with the missionary. Such 
things have been done in Chicago, in © 
Cleveland, in Superior and in 
Dodgeville Wisconsin, and in many 
other places. Some of the children 
also send gifts to the children of 
their adopted mission. 


Much has been done, much more 
is possible. The effort of individu- 
als or groups seems small, but the 
cumulative effect is great. Besides, 
our Lord looks at your intention and ~ 
effort, not at the outward success. 
Your best, even if small, is what 
matters. Success is more often than ~ 
not the result not of great efforts, 
but of little and many efforts. Lit- 
tle things do count. 


We are often amazed how non-— 
Catholic organizations amass money 
and effort to put over their message. 
One must admire the constant and 
loving work of the Salvation Army 
workers, who stand in the streets 
and experience so many rebuffs for 
their cause. 


True, we do have many apostolic 
souls. But the need is so great 
that more of the timid souls must be 
aroused to action. On the feast of 
the first martyr, St. Stephen, per- 
form some special sacrifice for this 
intention. Get others to do the 
same. 


St. Stephen’s great act of love, 
“O Lord, lay this not to their ac- 
count’, should inspire you to a some- 
what similar act of love today. Stir 
others with your love as St. Stephen 
did of old. ® 


IN SOUTH AMERICA COFFEE COM- 
PANIES engage men whose job it is 
to taste the coffees. ‘They are ex- 
perts. Through practice they have 
developed such a fine taste as to be 
able to grade the many kinds of 
coffee. 

A cultured person should also 
develop a fine taste, not exactly for 
coffee, but for all things beautiful 
and valuable in nature, art, and 
literature. 

A group of tourists were admir- 

ing the beauty of the Grand Canyon. 
A woman exclaimed, “What a 
shame to spend money to see a hole 
in the ground!” Rather, what a 
shame that there could be a person 
without appreciation for such 
beauty! How different a certain 
man, who on Pike’s Peak was so 
thrilled by the scenery that he 
burst out singing “Holy God, we 
praise thy name.” 
. A certain gentleman in one of 
‘nature’s beauty spots knelt down 
and prayed. He said to his com- 
panion: “Sorry to have kept you 
waiting. I just had to pray. I 
never felt nearer to Heaven.” A 
taste for the beauties of nature en- 
nobles man and raises his soul to 
God. 

A certain astronomer said to 
Napoleon: “I have searched the 
skies and have not found God.” 
Napoleon was by no means a saint, 
but he made a splendid reply: ‘That 
is strange. When I see a work of 
art, I recognize the artist. When I 
contemplate the masterpiece of the 
universe, I recognize the master 
artist, God.” 

Not all cultured people are artists, 
but all can be lovers of what is 
fitting and beautiful. They would 
not think of sending out any of those 
outrageous Christmas cards on 
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TASTE FOR BETTER THINGS 
The Spiritual Life for Cordists, twelfth article, by Fr. Juvenal Emanuel O.i.M. (5). 


which the figures look like a blotch 
of colored ink. They would send 
either a plain card with neatly 
printed greetings or one with a 
beautiful art picture. Save that 
kind. Why not make a hobby of 
saving art pictures and of learning 
about the outstanding painters and 
paintings? It will give you more 
pleasure and profit than wasting 
time on cheap magazines and comic 
strips. In the course of time you 
will be delighted to discover that, as 
each country has its own stamps, so 
each country and age has its style of 
painting and sculpture. It shows 
the character of the people. 


Not all cultured people are expert 
musicians and singers, but they do 
have a taste for good music and 
singing, especially Church music. 
It is no credit to an age which is 
called the age of jitterbug and 
swing, because so many of its people 
just jitter and swing lawlessly 
through life too. That is not the 
music of Heaven. Shakespeare 
tells of music that has the charm to 
tame wild beasts. But he means 
good music, not the kind that makes 
human beings beastly and lawless. 


You may not like certain foods 
that are good. But if you keep on 
eating them, you get to like them. 
You may not like what is called 
classical music and singing. That 
is what students in a certain col- 
lege thought. They were all for 
jazz and crooning. But after they 
had heard a few concerts of artistic 
music and singing, they began to 
like it and wanted more of it. Now 
they have no patience for juke box 
music and crooning. 


At an open-air opera a certain 
spectator was amazed at the knowl- 
edge displayed by a small group of 
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girls. They seemed to know all 
about the operas and the composers, 
and had developed a taste for them. 

Tune in on a classical broadcast. 
You may not relish them the first 
time. Get books that explain such 
music and tell about the composers. 
You will hardly be able to wait for 


A NEW SAINT FRANCIS BOOK 


BOOKS 
AND WHAT’S IN THEM 


NEVER TOO LATE TO NOTE A GOOD 
thing about St. Francis. Fr. Au- 
gustine, of the Capuchin province of 
Treland, who not so long ago told of 
St. Francis and the Blessed Euchar- 
ist, has a 1944 offering of Some 
Loves of the Seraphic Saint (M. H. 
Gill and Son, Dublin). Ten short 
chapters, in all 160 pages. But so 
many original turns of thought, so 
many new points of view! ‘The 
saint named seraph for his love, his 
young loves, his love of Christ, of 
Crib, Cross and Altar, his love of 
souls — quite all the life and work 
of St. Francis are covered under 
these few heads amid a wealth of 
classical allusion and quotation that 
makes the book as great a cultural 
as spiritual treat. It seems to hold 
of Francis, the perfect imitator of 
Christ, as it holds of our Lord him- 
self, the model and inspiration of all 
the world, that he has an undying 
appeal for writer and reader be- 
cause in his rich spirit there is a 
special appeal to every heart. At 
least, this is not only a new book in 
the sense of being just another book 
on the saint. It is a book that you 
will read with a new interest in his 
life. ® 
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the next broadcast. If possible 
study up on the program ahead of 
time, and prepare yourself for a real 
treat. 

A taste for beauties of art and 
nature will be to you what it was to 
St. Francis, a foretaste of the 
beauties of Heaven. 9 
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LEADERS 
MUST BE READERS 


We have fallen into the way of 
pairing books in these review 
columns. Paired with Fr. Augus- 
tine’s book above, is a book by an 
American fellow religious Heads 
Above the Stars, by Fr. Giles Staab 
O.F.M.Cap. (9). Thirty-four  es- 
says, brief, crisp in style, new in ap- 
plication, on a variety of topics, re- 
ligious or shot through (as all life 
should be) with religious thought; 
mainly on the life of our Lord and 
the blessed Mother, but not for- 
getting St. Francis; leading from 
the Divine origin of our Savior in 
the realms above, through this earth 
of ours with its griefs and joys for 
us mortal men, while they keep us 
looking upward always to the grace 
to come now and the bliss to come 
hereafter. Good spiritual reading, 
also to give to a person that may not 
be too spiritual and whom it can do 
no harm to have the matter-of-fact 
world about him lifted to a spiritual 
plane. The essays are of that kind. 
170 pages. $2.00. Pustet. ® 

There are two slender biographi- 
cal pieces for you too, both out of 
soldier life in the recent total war. 


Burris Jenkins pays tribute in 
word and picture to his Jesuit chap- 


lain, in Father Meany and the 
Fighting 69th. It is a graphic pic- 
ure of the landing on Makin Island, 
graphic as newspaper correspon- 
dents know so well how to make it, 
with nothing of human _ interest 
missed, from the night before, when 
Father Meany blessed the flag, till 
he was put back on ship more dead 
than alive, for the long trip home to 
mother. 60 pages. $1.00. eden ye 
Fell publisher. 


Mary England, in A sas 
There Was, tells of the heroism of 
soul with which an only son and his 
parents met the crisis, from the day 
the lad could dream of knightly vir- 
tue to the day he fell at El Alamein, 
leaving the lonely parents to carry 
en. Heart tugs? Oh yes! — A 
Macmillan book. 60 pages. $1.00. ® 


The world as it is in and through 
its realism, and the world as it 
ought to be and as we should try to 
make it — that describes the con- 
tents of two other offerings for this 
“month. 

We have spoken in these columns 
of the mighty Gonella masterpiece, 
/A World to Reconstruct, translated 
‘by Father Bouscaren. Well, the 
‘Dominican Sisters of Chicago’s 
Rosary College have prepared a 
brochure Digest of A World to Re- 
construct, under the auspices of the 
Bishop’s Committee on the Pope’s 
Peace Points. Part by part and 
chapter by chapter there is a sum- 
mary of the thought of the original, 
while a brief outline of each chapter 
and pertinent questions to each 
chapter, at the end of the book, 
serve to break down the thought 
still more, emphasizing it and ren- 
dering it the more applicable. 140 
pages. A National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference publication. @ 


An object lesson in the sheer in- 
iquity of modern realism in state- 
craft is presented by Alexander 
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Barmine’s One Who Survived (Put- 
nam. $3.75). What the author sur- 
vived, was the monotonously regu- 
lar and deadly thing summed up in 
the recurring terms “shot”, “dis- 
appeared”, ‘vanished’, which puta 
period to the career of dozens of 
Barmine’s fellow Communists under 
the allegedly democratic rule of 
Russia’s Stalin. That Barmine sur- 
vived it, was due to no special grace 
to him of the system or its master, 
but to a combination of circumst- 
ances which allowed him recourse to 
the good sense and the duty of self- 
preservation. Throughout, Bar- 
mine’s story is one of disillusion- 
ment treading disillusionment, yet 
tenaciously there remains with him 
the conviction that it is the man 
that is evil, that under another 
leader there must be a way of realiz- 
ing the dream of a Marxist utopia. 
Hence all through the book the 
readiness to see what is good and 
promising, with a remarkable ab- 
sence of bitterness. Even at the 
end it is not too clear that Barmine 
condemns the system rather than 
the administration of it. But clear 
indeed is his conclusion: The as- 
sumptions that collectivized econ- 
omy would advance production, and 
that the wage worker would have 
the main benefit of it, have been 
refuted by the Soviet economic Sys- 
tem; while as to the war, which the 
Russian people fought in behalf of 
freedom, it has ended by fastening 
on them totalitarian oppression aa 
enslavement. 


For priests there is a brochure on 
Reserved Cases in schematic out- 
lines, by Father Bouscaren S. J. 
(Bruce). Five classified lists, ar- 
ranged from different viewpoints 
make up the brochure, bringing 
crime, penalty, and procedure under 
easy visual survey. @ 


For sisters there is a pamphlet 
of 64 close-set pages called Whispers 
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from the Wings, by a Trappist, be- 
ing words of encouragement to them 
in their apostolate as well as in their 
work of self-satisfaction, all based 
on the very high dignity of the soul, 
and of the religious vocation under 
God’s grace. Gethsemani Abbey 
publishers. 10 cents. ® 


For all the religious teachers of 
the country there is a substantial 
and very practical multigraphed 
work program called Make Our 
Schools Vocation-Minded, by Fr. 
Francis Eckholt O.F.M., of St. Jo- 
seph’s Seminary, Westmont, Ill. 
The title explains the nature of the 
contents, but permits only a conjec- 
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ture as to the extreme pointedness, 
good sense and helpfulness of the 
brochure. @ 


Two pamphlets by the Franciscan 
Friary of the Atonement of Gray- 
moor, Garrison N. Y. (10 cents 
each), shall close our review for this 
month. 


One is The Graymoor Friars, be- 
ing an outline of their history, their 
life, and their work. The other is 
Tale of a Troubadour, by Fr. Samuel 
Cummings S. A., a 45-page double- 
column life of St. Francis, told in 
plain and easy style, with fact rather 
than effect in view. 8 


ROMAN NOTES 
Material supplied by Fr. Ignatius Brady O.F.M. (3). 


WHEN FR. LIVARIUS OLIGER, FAM- 
ous Franciscan scholar and histori- 
an, celebrated his seventieth birth- 
day this year, his friends and pupils 
edited a series of studies in his hon- 
or. This collection, entitled Miscel- 
lanea Historica, covering the fields 
of Church history, hagiography, 
philosophy, and canon law, forms 
the whole 1945 volume of Anton- 
ianum, learned Franciscan quarterly 
published at Rome. 

Born in Alsace-Lorraine February 
17, 1875, Nicholas Oliger entered 
the Franciscan order as Friar Livar- 
ius in 1892, and was ordained in 
1900. He is a member of the Alsa- 
tion province of St. Paschal. After 
some years in the care of souls and 
in teaching, he was sent to Rome, 
where in 1906 he obtained the de- 
gree of lector general in Church his- 
tory at the order’s international col- 
lege (now university) of Saint An- 
thony. He became a professor at 
the college the same year. 

During the five years Fr. Livarius 
taught at San Antonio (1906-1911) 
he pursued his historical studies, be- 
came proficient in paleography, and 


took part in the founding of the 
Franciscan historical review, Archi- 
vum Franciscanum Historicum. In 
late 1911 he was transferred to the 
famous Franciscan publication house 
at Quaracchi near Florence, remain- 
ing there until May 1915, when he 
was forced by Italy’s entry into 
World War I to retire to Munich. 
But he was able to return to 
Quaracchi in 1919, pursuing his his- 
torical research work until 1923. 

Once more, in that year, he be- 
came a lector of history at San An- 
tonio in Rome, as well as at the uni- 
versity of the Lateran. A testi- 
mony of his untiring scholarship and 
pursuit of knowledge is seen in the 
remarkable fact that while teaching 
at the Lateran he studied Canon 
Law on the side and received the 
degree of Doctor of Canon Law, 
summa cum laude, December 21, 
1948, at the age of 68! 

He is still engaged as a teacher 
of the history of the order and its 
missions at the university of Saint 
Anthony. During the last twenty 
years he has also been closely con- 
nected with the quarterly, Anton- 
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anum, which he helped found in 
925, as well as with the gigantic 
ork of republishing Fr. Luke Wad- 
inge’s great Annales Minorum, or 
nnals of the Franciscan order. 

Besides all this work, Fr. Oliger 
as published an astonishing number 
ef books, monographs, learned ar- 
ticles, reviews, and the like. Fr. 
Arduin Kleinhans, who writes a bio- 
bibliography for the Miscellanea 


AS WE GO TO PRESS, ONLY A FEW 
data are available to us on the Oc- 
tober meeting of the National 
Executive Board at Pittsburgh. 


Sixteen of the twenty-six pro- 
vinces were represented in the at- 
tendance. Routine business in- 
cluded the reading of Financial Sec- 
retary Br. Alphonse Ohligschlager’s 
report. Receipts for the year were 
$3,206.55, all but $400.00 being on 
national per capita tax, contributed 
by twenty-three of the twenty-six 
provinces. Disbursements amount- 
‘ed to $3,096.93, the largest items be- 
ing the National Secretary’s salary 


($1,000), national publications 
($631.15), central office needs 
($600.00), annual board meeting 
(415.28), Field Secretary’s fees 
($360.00). 


New business included setting 
time and place for the next quin- 
quennial national congress, which is 
to be in August 1947 at Cincinnati. 
nat- 1S, resrettably, a year later 
than the due term (1946), a year 
and a half later than the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of Sacra proped- 
iem (January 1921), and nearly a 
year later than the same anniver- 
sary of our first national congress, 
vhich events the new congress was 
meant to commemorate; also rather 
late to mark the present post-war 
crisis. 
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mentioned above, reckons the total 
number of his publications at 579, 
including some 164 works and mono- 
eraphs and 166 articles for various 
encyclopedias. A proof of his lin- 
guistic abilities is that Fr. Oliger’s 
publications are in German, French, 
Italian, Latin, and even in English 
(some thirty articles in our Catho- 
lic Encyclopedia are from his ek 
Ad multos annos! 


THE PITTSBURGH N. E. B. MEETING 


Other business concerned relief 
for European distress on a scale 
truly worthy of the proverbial char- 
ity of the Third Order, to be pro- 
jected in the name of the National 
Tertiary Organization. A _resolu- 
tion on the subject was referred to 
the Very Rev. Fr. Provincials, who 
were requested to seek directives 
from the respective four Roman 
headquarters as to the motivation 
and implementation of the project. 
At this writing Provinces 5, 10, and 
23 have already taken favorable ac- 
tion on the project. 

A brief report on efforts at in- 
ternational Tertiary relationship 
was presented by the National Sec- 
retary. It was stressed that the in- 
ternational complexion of our own 
National Organization facilitates 
contacts abroad. Efforts made be- 
fove the Total War and in the course 
of it (Field Secretary Mc Aloon), 
combined with the favor with which 
rapprochement Roman headquarters 
lcok upon international arrange- 
ments, serve as additional steps 
and inducements toward rapproche- 
ment of Tertiaries the world over. 
Recent contacts with Mexico and 
South American countries, and the 
existing interchange of amenities 
among Franciscans of the English 
speaking countries bring our Ter- 
tiary International into easier range 
of vision. 
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With fourteen provinces immedi- 
ately signifying concurrence, it was 
decided that hereafter national 
headquarters send to their provin- 
cial headquarters in bulk any com- 
munications meant for the local fra- 
ternities, the provincial head- 
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quarters to relay such matters to 
the local fraternities with due re- | 


commendations attached. 


We hope to recur to these and | 
other matters presented at the | 
Board meeting in subsequent issues | 

@ j 


of THE FORUM. 


ITEMS OF INTEREST 


$ 

The September number of Fran- 
cisean Studies contains the following 
leading articles: The Rebirth of the 
Fine Arts and Franciscan Thought 
(Introduction), by Harry B. Gut- 
man; The Prologue to Ockham’s Ex- 
position of the Physics of Aristotle, 
by Fr. Gaudens E. Mohan O.F.M.; 
Cornelius Musso, Tridentine Theolo- 
gian and Orator, by Roger J. Bart- 
man O.F.M. Conv.; and, Who Kept 
the Recollects out of Canada, by Fr. 
John M. Lenhart O.F.M. Cap. 


There are two extended commen- 
taries on recent books, entitled: 
Professor Pegis and Historical Phil- 
csophy, by Ernest A. Moody; and 
The Nature and Origins of Scien- 
tism (by John Wellmuth S. J.), by 
Fr. Philotheus Boehner O.F.M. 


Nine pages of titles of recent pub- 
lications by Franciscans or on Fran- 
ciscan matters, two pages of items 
of interest, and twelve pages of book 
reviews round out the issue of 130 
reader pages. 


Franciscan Studies appears quar- 
terly, at St. Bonaventure College, St. 
Bonaventure N. Y.$5.00a year. ®@ 


The October number of The Amer- 
icas, quarterly review of inter- 
American cultural history, contains 
leading articles by Edith Webb, 
William B. Greenlee, Francis B. 
Steck, Marion A. Habig, and J. Man- 
uel Espinosa. ‘There is a critical 
survey of six pages of materials on 
the life of Washington, by Thomas 
I’, O'Connor. Inter-American notes 


and above all twenty-eight pages of 
book reviews complete the issue of 
128 reader pages. 


The number is — 


dedicated to Most Rev. Fr. General — 


Valentine Schaaf O.F.M. Published 
by the Academy of American Fran- 
ciscan History, Sixteenth and Shep- 


herd Sts. N. E., Washington 17, uy 


C. $4.00 a year. 
Field Secretary Carl Bauer’s ap- 


pointments of recent date have in- | 
cluded: Catholic Action moderators — 
of Cincinnati; Cathedral parish unit — 
of the Legion of Mary, Toledo; Holy — 


Name Communion breakfast, St. 
Basil’s, Pittsburgh; Study club, St. 
Bernard’s, Pittsburgh; Pittsburgh 
unit of the American Institute of 
Socio-Political Thought; 
Executive Board meeting of the 
Third Order, Pittsburgh; Immacu- 
late Conception seminary, Carey 
Ohio; Grailville. ® 


“The Heavenly Court of the holy 
Cistercian Nun St. Lutgarde of Bra- 
bant, Sister of the Third Order of 


National © 


St. Francis, and foundress of the 
convent of Wittichen, who died in 


the year of Our Lord 1246.” 

The above is from the inscription 
on the title page of a pamphlet pub- 
lished with an English imprimatur 
of 1914 and a preface ditto, but, to 
judge from the last page of the 
pamphlet, reprinted in the United 
States in 1943. 

That title page is like a sample 
of a what’s-wrong-here puzzle. St. 
Lutgard (Lutgarde, Luitgard, Lud- 
gard) of Brabant was a Cistercian 


un, but by that token she was not 
Sister of the Third Order of St. 
rancis. She did die in 1246, but 
he did not found the convent of 
ittichen; that was founded a cen- 
ury later. And she is not the au- 
hor of The Heavenly Court. 

Two Lutgards are confused in the 
itle, and seemingly too in the pre- 
ace of the pamphlet. St. Lutgard 
f Brabant is the celebrated mystic 
who is well placed with Saints 
ertrude, Mechtild and the earlier 
ildegard among the great mystics 
f the Church in medieval times. 
The author of The Heavenly 
ourt, however, is the much lesser 
ight Lutgard of Wittichen, who 
ied in 1348. At one time a 
eguine, who like so many other 
eguines joined the Third Order of 
t. Francis, she later founded the 
oor Clare convent of Wittichen, of 
vhich she became a member and the 
uperior. She is sometimes called 
aint or blessed, largely perhaps, as 
1ere, through confusion with St. 
utgard of Brabant, but as Holweck 
x0ints out in his Biographical Dic- 
tionary of Saints, her cult as saint 
or blessed is not approved. 
' The Heavenly Court as found in 
the booklet we mention, is not in 
the words of this Lutgard herself. 
There was a compilation of the Wit- 
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tichen story and revelations made 
some time between 1632 and 1662 
by Conventual Fr. John Louis 
Musaeus, in his day provincial of 
the Strasbourg province. This com- 
pilation was in turn later summar- 
ized and edited in a German book- 
let, of which the present work, ex- 
cept for the preface, is a transla- 
tion. As the work is before us, it 
is not always clear what is the work 
of Musaeus, or of the German sum- 
marizer or perhaps too the trans- 
lator, and eventually of the Ameri- 
can publisher. 

The booklet describes the devotion 
of the Heavenly Court. Imitating 
the Heavenly Court above, devoted 
souls on earth honor with a special 
prayer of praise and reparation 
thirty-four mysteries of the life of 
the Blessed Mother and of our Lord 
(Our Lord’s years on earth), also 
saying a thousand Our Fathers, Hail 
Marys, and Glorys in honor of each 
mystery — ali as allegedly revealed 
to Lutgard of Wittichen. 


The devotion in itself, as here set 
forth, is deeply edifying, and it was 
once very popular (cf. Louis He- 
mon’s Maria Chapdelaine). Some 
of the promises, however, set down 
as part of the revelation look ques- 
ticnable, as, that by the devotion 
one will win for God thirty-four 


THE HOLY FATHER SPEAKS AGAIN 


‘SIX THOUSAND Tertiaries were received in audience by Pope Pius XII September 
21, led by Most Rev. Fr. General Valentine Schaaf O.F.M. Thus an NC report from 


Vatican City. 


We have no full account at the moment of the Holy Father’s words on the occasion, 


which closed with the exhortation: 


“Go my children, and see that the hour of Christian love now strikes!” 
A summary of the address contained these thoughts: : 
Not only for its peace and happiness, but for its very existence, human society 


must have the spirit of Christ. 


The children of St. Francis must give the world an example of a spirit of poverty, 
that abhors luxury and avarice; a spirit of mortification, that restrains all disorderly 
appetites; a spirit of charity, that forswears all contentiousness. 

Through such a spirit of love enlivened by a vigorous faith, embracing all classes 
and all peoples, the Third Order can “help frustrate the overt and covert snares laid 


by the enemies of Christ and the Church.” 


“Tat there be an end to the discord of factions, to the hatred, personal rancor and 
Z ; antes j : ze 
vengeance, which are keeping so many families in a state of anxiety and uneasiness, 
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souls that otherwise would die in 
sin, and that by it one will release 
thirty-four souls from Purgatory. 
Certainly, our blessed Lord could 
have revealed such an intention on 
his part. All depends on whether 
he did. Only human trustworthi- 
ness attaches to these revelations. ® 


The New York Herald Tribune for 
September 16 contains a review, by 
Virgil Thomson, of a new oratorio 
on Saint Francis of Assisi. Com- 
posed before the war by Manuel 
Rosenthal, it was produced for the 
first time in November 1944 in 
Paris. It is one of the most strik- 
ing and picturesque musical works 
of our time, says the reviewer, and 
should “enjoy a season or two at 
least of real popularity” if 1t comes 
to New York. 


The oratorio follows the main 
episodes of the life of St. Francis, 
a performance of some fifty min- 
utes, neither vocal nor instrumental 
parts being beyond a good choir and 
crchestra, though as described the 
orchestration is considerably on the 
freakish side. 


“Rosenthal’s St. Francis has not 
one drop of mystical content. It is 
a realistic picture both touching and 
vivid of real events’, says the re- 
viewer. ® 


The Mission Annual of the Ser- 
aphic Mass Association for 1946 con- 
sists of 32 full-page illustrations 
from mission life, reflecting the war- 
like conditions of the day, plus 
covers ditto. Really a deluxe ar- 
ticle. Apply to 214 West 81st St., 
New York. ® 


Commemorating the fifth anni- 
versary of their founding, the Al- 
vernians, junior Tertiaries of St. 
Augustine’s Chicago, have published 
an elaborate — perhaps too elabor- 
ate — 44-page souvenir book. Fea- 
tures of it are the pictures of 
twenty-two happy married couples 


THE FORUM | 


from the ranks, with five sisterhood | 
and two priesthood vocations, be- 
sides fifty-four service men and wo- ; 
men, and a gold star. ® 


New activation has been injected | 
into the Tertiary priest fraternity | 
of Milwaukee (Province 10). With 
a Tertiary priest mailing list of over 
five hundred to draw from, this fra- 
ternity does indeed give promise. ® 


In a drive for new members in 
Our Lady of Consolation province 
(16), each Tertiary sends a specially . 
prepared letter to prospects of his} 
acquaintance, together with the» 
folders “Third Order of St. Francis” ’ 
and ‘““What’s Your Objection?” 

Fr. Othmar Miller has been ap-- 
pointed Third Order vice commis- - 
sary for the province in the Wyo-: 
ming-Nebraska area, and Fr. Gabrt : 
el Hilers in the New Mexico-Califor- ; 
nia area. S| 


Mr. Charles A. Bittighofer of 110) 
Atlantic Avenue, Atlantic City N. J. 
has dedicated himself to the aposto- : 
late of spreading prayer leaflets. 
Among recent leaflets are two on the: 
Infant of Prague (cf. the Christmas: 
Crib article p. 369 this issue). A! 
stamped self-addressed envelope en-: 
closed in a request to him will bring: 
the leaflets to anybody interested. ®| 


The missions! A circular by Fr. 
Procurator Cornelius Snyder O.F.M. 
to his fellow religious of Province 6 
rehearses some of the damage done 
in their Chinese Mission of Yadwan 
Kiangsu. Most of the churches and 
residences of the mission are im 
ruins as the missionaries emerge 
from their internment of three 
years, though the Christians have 
been held together to a great extent 
through the services of other mis- 
sionaries. 

Everywhere the cry of destruc- 
tion, and the need of beginning’ all 
over again! This war, on the face 
of it, has not done the Church of 
God much good! 6 


DECEMBER 


1 All Souls of the 
(Fran.) 


8. Immaculate Conception, Patron of 
the Entire Franciscan Family— 
G. A. and P. i. 


9, Bl. Delphine V. 2 Or. * 


6= The first day of the 
novena. 


4. The last day of the Christmas novena. 
5. ‘Christmas—G. A. and Station Ind. 


Three Orders 


‘Christmas 


GENERALLY 
On the day of reception and the day of 
rofession. 
On the day of the monthly meeting. 
On two days of the month at choice.* 


On each Tuesday (St. Anthony). Visit 
o the exposed Blessed Sacrament. 


On the first Friday of any month. 


On the first unimpeded Saturday of any 
onth, for attendance at the votive Mass 
f the Immaculate Conception according 
the rubrics.* 


On each of twelve successive first Satur- 
ays of the month. Prayers in honor of 


CALENDAR OF PLENARY INDULGENCES 


the Immaculate Conception. The First 


Sundays may be observed instead. 


On the seventeenth of any month. Visit 
to the Blessed Sacrament exposed and de- 
votions to St. Paschal. 


On each of any six Sundays of the year, 
with prayers in honor of St. Louis the 
Bishop, with a special plenary indulgence 
if the Sundays are observed successively. 


On the titular feast of a Franciscan 
church, 


*Signifies an indulgence that can be 
gained only by members, whereas the 
other indulgences can be gained by all 
who yisit a church of the order. 


General conditions besides particular 
conditions specified: Confession, commun- 
ion, visit to a church of the order, Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory for the in- 
tentions of the Holy Father. 


Form of the General Absolution or In- 
dulgenced Blessing as given in the con- 
fessional: Auctoritate a Summis Ponti- 
ficibus mihi concessa plenariam omnium 
peccatorum tuorum indulgentiam tibi im- | 
pertior. In nomine Patris et Filii et Spir- 
itus Sancti. Amen. 

Any priest having the faculties of the 


diocese can give the Indulgenced Blessing 
in this form in the confessional. 


OBITUARY 


Your prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of the following departed 


paembers of the three Orders of St. Francis: 


| Fr. Fortune Mizzi O.F.M. (26) 
' Sy. M. Annunciata (7), Sr. M. Paulita 
(Rauch (23), Sr. Teresa Marie Weiss (23), 
Sy. Charles Borromeo Oefelein (23), Sr. 
M. Grace Schumacher (12). 
| Appleton: Catherine Vandenberg, Anna 
Doerfler. 
- Chicago: Anna Bruck, Gregoria Enqui- 
ta, Ann McCrory, Bridget Kelly. 
Cleveland: Marie Belohlavek, Barbara 
Millik, Veronica Schriver. 

Detroit: Hannah Kiely, Catherine Kie- 
swetter. 

Fond du Lac: Sabina Diedrich. 

Joliet: Margaret Theobald, 
Galle, Thomas Corcoran. 


Theresa 


Kankakee: Anna Paulissen. 

Louisville: Anna Hardesty. 

New York: Fred Schoy, Catherine Car- 
ney, Sarah Nelson, Sophie Ischen, Robert 
Fennessy, Edward Fleming, John McCue, 
Marie Farrell, Ellen Connor, Elnora Col- 
lier. 

Pittsburgh: Julia Ford, Anna Fisher, 
Anna Lewis, Frances Hartung, Madeleine 
Schaming, Anna Andres, Francis Mulli- 
gan, Mary Kramer, Anna _ Patterson, 
Elizabeth Bier, Gertrude Furlong, Anna 
Ganster, Mary Dunn, Mary Rebstock, Pvt. 
Herman Lendl, Mary Kania. 

St. Louis: Mary Anna Stroud, Mary 
Jobst, Salome Pellizzaro, Mary McSwiney. 


Put Tuer Forum on your mailing list for the current Obituary notices of your 


Community or Fraternity. 


Address: THE FORUM. 


DS TTT. 


5045 Laflin Street, Chicago 9, Ill. 
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: Christmas Offerings 

3 

* PRINCE OF PEACE DEVOTION < 8 
g It eontains a Crib devotion, an explanation of the origin of the 6 
® Crib, the blessing of St. Francis, and the peace prayer of St. Francis. 3 
8 The beautiful cover cut pictures St. Francis at the Crib. = 
2 It is a Christmas gift as well as a Christmas greeting. Space 1s @ | 
& left inside the front cover for your Christmas message. : 
2 Single copies, .05. Dozen Copies, .50. 100 Copies, $4.80. 

© ) 

& NEW YEAR’S EVE DEVOTION > 
& Prayers suitable for a Holy Hour at the end of the year. Ar- B 
8 ranged for congregational use. 5 
@ Each, .05. 100 Copies, $4.00. 

a 

& ' 

& STATUES & 
& About five inches tall, beautifully colored. St. Francis — St. o 
& Anthony — Infant of Prague — Blessed Virgin — Pleading Sacredyg 
E Heart — St. Joseph. .80. each o 
& (a 
& LITTLE OFFICE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

8 Offered in two editions. Paper, .40 each. Cloth, .80 each. 
POSTAGE EXTRA ON ALL ORDERS 
es PEPRBPRIAG PABA IID BAG BAGDAD ASPB ASB SASS 
6 35) 4 ‘ - 3 a 
6 2 Get your friend a subscription for ¢ 
6 ; ei 
B® FRANCISCAN HERALD AND FORUM ss 
@. 2 ‘ i 
o 6 As A Christmas Present f 
5 ; ; & 
a 8 Rates: $1.00—Foreign $1.25—per year. 2 
6 SOBRAIRIPPAABGHSHPSSPHPAIIHIPPHAPHGGHSHSSSSHISSSBSBGBBBD 

& FRANCISCAN HERALD PRESS 

es 5045 So. Laflin Street 

3 Chicago 9, Illinois 
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INDEX The Index for the 1945 10 cents 
FOR | FRANCISCAN HERALD AND FORUM Payment 


is ready in a limited supply Must Accompany 
1945 Order while the supply lasts Order 


